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Copies of Eli Rugglesô book were distributed to the various Ruggles families about 1904.  This 

copy was sent to my great grandmother, August (Ruggles) Sears / Wallace in California.  Uncle 

Eli Ruggles was born on Nov 2, 1833 in Ohio.  Later Eli Ruggles moved his family to Illinois.   

 

Eli Rugglesô book, Recollections of a Busy Life, includes the story of his brothersô trip across the 

United States in a wagon train to  Placerville in 1850, then Yolo County, California.  Fernando 

C. Ruggles, his wife Leanna (Kinkle) Ruggles; his brother, Lyman Brown Ruggles & his wife 

Viola,*  their family; and cousin Joel R. Jackson traveled with them.  * (Lyman and Viola 

Ruggles were the parents of the infamous brothers, John and Charles Ruggles, who robbed the 

Wells Fargo stage coach near the town of Shasta. John and Charles were jailed and eventually 

hung in Redding, California, in July 1892.)  (Eliôs brothersô trip to California starts on pp. 58.) 

 

Included in this book is Eli Rugglesô account of his visit to his Ruggles relatives in California 

and the state of Washington, which he began on Oct. 29, 1902.  He died in 1904.  (Eliôs story of 

going to California starts on pp. 101.)   
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