
- 1 - 

 

The Davidson Brothers Marble Company (& Family) 

of Chicago, Illinois 

(Beginning in 1876) 

Compiled by Peggy B. Perazzo, October 2021 

Stone Quarries and Beyond Continues 

Email:  pbperazzo@comcast.net 

  

In this document are two summaries of the lives of John A. Davidson; his brother, Alexander 

Davidson; their family; and their marble companies, quarries and mills. The main offices of 

“Davidson and Sons” and the “Davidson Brothers Marble Company” started in in Chicago, Illinois, 

and later in New York City, New York.  Their marble quarries were located southwest of Gouverneur, 

New York, and produced ‘New York marble.’  Their mill was located at Watertown, New York.   

 

In 1899, the Davidson Brothers Mable Company placed a bid for furnishing the interior finish (marble) 

of the San Francisco Post Office building in San Francisco, California. 

 

Below you will find the “Summary of the Davidson Chronology,” and you will find a detailed 

“Davidson “Chronology” (starting on pp. 7) of everything that I was able to discover about them 

online. (On pp. 99 of the detailed “Chronology” below, you will also find information about “Louise 

Montague, the $10,000 Beauty,” who sued John A. Davidson for $100,000 in 1902/1903.)   

Peggy B. Perazzo, email: pbperazzo@comcast.net 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Summary of the Davidson Chronology 
 

(The detailed “Davidson Chronology” starts on pp. 7, which includes sources.) 

 

John Davidson and his sons, Alexander Davidson and John Andrew Davidson, established a successful 

marble business in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, called “Davidson and Sons.”  After their business became 

successful, the family moved to Chicago, Illinois, according to the Chicago City Directory of 1878.   

 

Prior to their move to Chicago, John and Alexander’s sister, Janette Davidson Jones, died in October 

1876 (age 22/23), in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  She was buried in the family plot in the Forest Home 

Cemetery in Milwaukee, where the rest of the family would eventually be buried.   

 

John Davidson died in November 1881, in Chicago.  His birthplace was Paisly, Scotland, and he was 

survived by his widow, Agnes Davidson, and their two sons, Alexander and John A. Davidson. 
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John A. and Alexander Davidson were operating the marble company, “Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company,” in Chicago in 1881.  John A. Davidson was president, Alexander Davidson was vice 

president, and Joseph Uhrig was secretary of the company.  In an article in Stone magazine (Nov. 1889, 

pp. 58), the company was described as:  “…one of the largest manufacturers of marble interior work in 

the country.”  In 1882, Agnes Davidson, Alexander and John A. Davidson were living at 2259 Lasalle 

Avenue in Chicago.   

In December 1885, John A. Davidson married Grace Aville Tolman of Chicago, Illinois.  (John was 30, 

born in May 1855; and Grace was 18 years of age, born about 1867.)  Grace’s parents were Mr. and 

Mrs. Samuel A. Tolman (Bessie A. Tolman), who lived at 2031 Prairie avenue in Chicago.  Real estate 

at 2128  Calumet avenue was signed over as a gift by Grace’s parents to John A. Davidson and Grace 

Tolman in early December prior to their marriage on December 16, 1885.  In the “Davidson 

Chronology” below about the Davidson brothers, there are detailed articles about John’s bachelor 

party and their wedding.  John A. and Grace Davidson honeymooned “in the East,” and returned to live 

at 3938 Ellis avenue while their mansion on Calumet Avenue house was being constructed. 

A book published in 1894 described Andrew and John A. Davidson’s marble quarry, located 1 3/4 miles 

southwest of Gouverneur, New York, and described the company and its assets as follows: 

“In 1888 Messrs Davidson & Son of Chicago, who are very extensive producers and 

manufacturers of, and dealers in, marble, having quarries and mills in several States of the 

Union, purchased of J. B. Preston, ten acres of land lying southwest of the St. Lawrence Marble 

Company’s property, and at once opened a quarry under the supervision of E. B. Hurlbut.  This 

quarry, which is known as No. 1, was successfully worked until July, 1893, when a superior 

quality of marble was uncovered on the Milton Barney farm, during the grading of the 

Gouverneur and Oswegatchie Railroad.  This deposit being convenient to the railroad, the 

company secured land, transferred their quarry machinery to, and opened quarry No. 2, 

from which they are taking material for sawing. 

 

“The leading members of this company, believing that water power was preferable to steam, and 

a suitable building site and water power having been tendered them on satisfactory terms on the 

Black River, near the R., W. and O. Railroad, just east of the city of Watertown, N.Y. a splendid 

18 gang mill, with two rubbing beds, turning lathes and other finishing works were erected there 

in 1889 and 1890.   

 

“This company advertises its product as ‘New York marble.’” 

Source:  “Gouverneur Quarry Industries” section of History of Gouverneur Quarry Industries, 

New York, From Our County And Its People A Memorial Record Of St. Lawrence County New 

York, edited by: Gates Curtis, The Boston History Company, Publishers 1894.   
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In a January 1889 article, John A. and Grace Davidson’s mansion on Calumet Avenue in Chicago was 

completed and was described as follows: 

Space would forbid to enumerate all of Mr. Boyington’s work, so passing by other constructions, 

contemplate finally the $100,000 marble halls of John A. Davidson’s magnificent Calumet 

avenue home, which received its house-warming the other evening, when the eyes of fashion’s 

fair beamed as warmly with pleasure as the walls with opalescent tints of onyx, and rarest of 

gems from marble mines on both hemispheres.  The reception hall is solidly marble and the 

onyx, and the parlors, library, drawing-room, most richly wainscoted and elaborately finished in 

marble.  Exteriorly, Mr. Boyington has built the residence of granite from the State of Maine in 

two shades, gray and pink, the entrance and bays and whole effect being most rich and 

harmonious while the steep-pitched roof of red tile is the outward setting of the dancing hall and 

gymnasium in the third story.”   

 

Source:  “Architectural Alphabet.” in The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Jan 20, 1889, Sun,  

pp. 12.   

 

An 1889 article stated that “The Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company’s big plant at the foot of 

Orlean Street, Chicago, was destroyed by fire on November 11,” with a loss of nearly $100,000.   

In a book published about 1889/1890, the following advertisement for the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company was published: 

Davidson Sons Marble Company 

Wholesalers, Importers, Producers, 

Also Manufacturers of Artistic Marble Work, for Interior Decorations,  

Wainscoting, Floor Tiling, Roman Mosaic, Etc. 

 

Office:  Corner 11
th

 Avenue & 27
th

 Street, New York 

250 to 262 11
th

 Ave. – 558 & 560 W. 27
th

 St. – 557 West 26
th

 St 

The Davidsons also invested and were active in the Davidson Theater and Davidson Hotel in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, their place of origin.  According to a 1909 book, the Davidson Theater was 

destroyed by fire in April 1894, and it was reconstructed by June 1894.  (FYI: You’ll find several 

articles about the hotel and theater in the “Davidson Chronology,”  which starts on pp. 7.) 

In an 1895 book, the Davidson and Brothers Marble Company was described as follows: 

The leading dealer and manufacturer in Chicago is the house of Davidson & Sons, which was 

established in Chicago in 1878, and since 1880 has occupied its present place of business at the 

foot of North Market street.  The firm became incorporated in 1890, the officers being as 

follows:  John A. Davidson, president; Charles E. Stedman, superintendent, and Joseph Uhrig, 

secretary and treasurer. 
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In order to supply its extensive facilities for manufacturing, large quantities of marble are 

imported from Italy, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Africa and Mexico in the rough, 

excepting granite monuments and statuary, which are imported in finished condition.   

 

On November 13, 1895, the Davidson brothers’ mother, Agnes Davidson, died “at the residence of her 

son, Alexander Davidson, 1,271 Broadway, New York, N.Y.”  She was buried in the Forest Home 

Cemetery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where her husband, John, and her daughter, Janette Davidson 

Jones, had been buried. Services and interment at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, were held on Saturday, 

November 16, 1895. (FYI: Detailed information about Agnes Davidson is available on her Find A 

Grave entry – see the “Davidson Chronology” on pp. 32.) 

 

In 1896, John A. Davidson opened the Davidson Bicycle Company in Chicago in the same building. 

In July 1896, the Davidson Brothers Marble Company failed.  A Chicago Tribune article stated the 

following.  (FYI:  See the “Davidson Chronology” starting on pp. 7 for detailed information about the 

Davidson Brothers Marble Company’s failure.) 

“The company, which is incorporated Davidson & Sons, manufacturers of marble mosaic and 

tiles and wholesale dealers in marble and granite, at the foot of North Market street, failed 

yesterday, made an assignment in the County Court.  The assignee is Joseph A. Uhrig.  The 

concern is one of the largest in the city in the marble business, and the assets and liabilities are 

placed at about $300,000 each. 

In 1899, the Davidson Brothers Marble Company was in operation, and John A. Davidson placed a bid 

in the name of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company for the granite and interior finish / 

stonework in the construction of the San Francisco Post Office building in San Francisco, 

California. The company also was involved in providing stone for the construction of other post office 

buildings in the country.  (FYI:  See the “Davidson Chronology” starting on pp. 7 for more details.) 

In an October 1901 an article was published about the fire with the heading:  “Looking For Firebugs – 

Peabody blaze believed to be work of incendiaries, (the) “Peabody Coal company, $345,000; the six 

story building and contents, occupied by Davidson Marble company….” burned down.   

Also in October 1901, Davidson Brothers Marble Company was awarded the contract for the San 

Francisco Post Office and Courthouse: 

Contract for Furnishing Interior of New Postoffice Building Awarded 

to a Chicago Firm 

 

Washington, Oct. 10 – The contract for furnishing the interior finish, except the heating 

apparatus, plumbing and electric wiring, of the San Francisco Postoffice and Courthouse, is 

awarded to the Davidson Bros. Marble Company of Chicago, $910,000. 

Source:  “Of Interest To People Of The Pacific Coast.  Contract for Furnishing Interior of New 

Postoffice Building Awarded to a Chicago Firm.” San Francisco Call, October 11, 1901, pp. 11. 
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In 1902, the Brothers Davidson Marble Company was continuing to quarry marble at their quarry 

located southwest of Gouverneur, New York: 

“The Davidson Bros.’ marble quarry is located 1 ¾ miles southwest of Gouverneur.  The mills 

of the company are at Watertown (N.Y.)  Seventeen men are employed at the quarry.  The output 

of the company is 40,000 cubic feet, valued at $1.25 to $4.50 a cubic foot.”   

 

Source:  “Marble” section of Twenty-second Report of the State Geologist, New York State 

Museum, 1902, pp. r119.   

 

In July 1902,  John A. Davidson and Alexander Davidson filed a joint petition of bankruptcy in the 

United States District Court: 

Chicago, Ill. – John A. Davidson and Alexander Davidson, well-known marble contractors, filed 

a joint petition in bankruptcy in the United States District court recently, in which they asked to 

be relieved of debts amounting to $1,341,838.  Their assets are nominal, being placed at $750.  

Over 700 claims are scheduled in the petition, and the total indebtedness is divided as follows: 

$157,529, secured; $1,057,397, unsecured; $76,912, indorsed notes, and $50,000, accommo-

dation paper. 

 

Source:  “Among the Retail Dealers” section of Granite, Boston, Mass., July 1, 1902, Vol. XII, 

No. 7, pp. 20.   

In October 1902, the actress, Louise Montague, known as “Forepaugh’s famous $10,000 Beauty of 

the early ‘80s,” sued John A. Davidson for $100,000.  She alleged that she broke her stage career on 

the strength of promises of the defendant to buy her a handsome home in New York city and have his 

life heavily insured, making her the beneficiary in the policy.  The basis of the suit is failure to do either 

of these things.  (One article stated that John A. Davidson said, “Ha ha.”)  (FYI:  See the “Davidson 

Chronology” starting on pp. 7  for more details about this time in John A. Davidson’s life, while he was 

living with his wife and family in Chicago.  Information about and photographs of Louise Montague’s 

life are available starting on pp. 99.) 

In January 1903, when Alexander Davidson and his brother John A. Davidson filed a petition in 

bankruptcy asking relief from debts amounting to $1,341,83, Samuel A. Tolman was the largest 

creditor.  Tolman’s claim was for $229,500.  (Samuel A. Tolman was John A. Davidson’s father-in-law 

and business associate.) 

 

In June 1903, the John A. and Alexander Davidson’s (of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company) 

bankruptcy was discharged: 

What Business Men Are Doing. 

 

Chicago. – Discharges in bankruptcy were granted by Judge Kohlsaat to-day to John A. and 

Alexander Davidson, of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company.  The debts wiped out by the 

United States District Court amount to $1,431,838. 

 

Source:  “What Business Men Are Doing,” Democrat and Chronicle, Rochester, New York, 

June 21, 1903, Sun., pp. 2.     
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In 1905, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, and Samuel A. Tolman were directors of Davidson 

Brothers Marble Company. 

 

In mid-1905, the marble quarry of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company, located near 

Gouveneur, and their mill located at Watertown, New York, were taken over by the Watertown 

Marble Company: 

 

“The Watertown Marble Co. has taken over the quarry of Davidson Brothers near 

Gouverneur and the E. E. Stevens quarry at Canton.  Its mill located at Watertown is 

equipped with 15 gangs and will be enlarged during the current year.  The company makes a 

specialty of monumental and decorative work.”   

 

Source:  “Marble” section of  Economic Geology 13, The Mining and Quarry Industry of New 

York State, Bulletin 93, New York State Museum, July 1905, pp. 960. 

 

By March 1907: 

 

San Francisco – The Government obtained a judgment against the Davidson Brothers 

Marble Company for $4700 in the United States Circuit Court.  The defendants had failed 

to fulfill a contract for furnishing marble for the postoffice building. 

 

Source:  “Interesting items of news from those states that border the broad Pacific,” King City 

Rustler, March 8, 1907, pp. 2.   
 

In the 1911 the Chicago Blue Book listed John A. Davidson as still living at 2128 Calumet Avenue in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

In 1911, Samuel A. Tolman was a director and the president of Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company.  Joseph Uhrig was the secretary. 

 

In September 1916, the Davidson Brothers Marble Company was dissolved by two-thirds vote of 

the stockholders.  Samuel A. Tolman and Joseph Uhrig signed the dissolution. 

A January 1917 article, stated that John A. Davidson was working as a stone consultant. 

John A. Davidson died in October 1918 in Washington, D.C.  He reportedly had moved to that city 

about three years prior to his death.  According to one article, his brother, Alexander Davidson, “died 

a short time ago.”   

Samuel A. Tolman died at the age of 84 in June 1919.   He was the late John A. Davidson’s father-in-

law and business associate.  

On the 1920 U. S. Federal Census, John A. Davidson’s widow, Grace Davidson; her daughter, 

Gwendylen/Gwendolen Davidson (age 25); and her son, John “Jack” Andrew Davidson (age 29) 

were still living at their home on 2128 Calumet Avenue in Chicago.  By the 1930 U. S. Federal 

Census, Grace and her daughter were living at 378 Highland Street in Hamilton, Essex, 

Massachusetts.  She and her daughter were still living at that address on the 1940 U. S. Federal Census. 
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“The Davidson Chronology” 

======================================================================== 

1876 – Janette Davidson Jones’ Cemetery inscription – buried in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 (Sister of Alexander Davidson & John A. Davidson)   

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9512680/janette-jones 

 

Janette Davidson Jones  

Birth:  1853;  Death;  23 Oct 1876 (aged 22–23)  

Burial:  Forest Home Cemetery Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, USA 

Memorial ID:  9512680  

 

(Note:  Janette Davidson Jones was the “Wife of W. H. Jones and only daughter of John and 

Agnes Davidson”) 

 

(Images of Janette Davidson Jones’ gravestone are included at the Find A Grave link above.) 

 

========== 

1878 – John Davidson, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, & Davidson & Sons 

 (pp. 312)   

Davidson, Alexander (Davidson & Sons) 170 North Water, house 225 Milwaukee av. 

Davidson, Andrew, Stonecutter, house 161 Mather 

 (pp. 313)   

Davidson, John (Davidson & Sons) 170 N. Water, house Milwaukee 

Davidson, John A. (Davidson & Sons) 170 North Water, boards 251 Lake av. 

Davidson & Sons (John, Alexander and John A. Davidson) marble 170 North Water   

Source:  Chicago, Illinois, City Directory, 1878 on Ancestry 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4704186?usePUB=true&_phsr

c=BGO749&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=367450215 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9512680/janette-jones
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4704186?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO749&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=367450215
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4704186?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO749&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=367450215
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========== 

1880 – John A. Davidson, Alexander Davidson, Davidson & Sons 

 Davidson, John A. (Davidson & Sons) 170 North Water, boards Tremont house   

Davidson Alexander (Davidson & Sons) 170 North Water, house Milwaukee  

(?)  Davidson Andrew L. stone yard 193 Congress, house 25 Sholto   

(?)  Davidson Christopher, stonectr. h. 23 Boston av.   

(?)  Davidson, H. cutter, house 672 S. Halsted"   

Davidson John (Davidson & Sons) 170 North Water, house Milwaukee   

Davidson John A. (Davidson & Sons) 270 North Water, boards Tremont house   

Davidson & Sons (John, Alexander and John A Davidson) marble, 170 North Water   

Source:  The Lakeside Annual Directory of the City of Chicago 1880, pp. 328.   

(Presented on Chicago Ancestors.org)   

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1880d.pdf 

 

========== 

1880 – Grace Tolman Davidson  – U. S. Federal Census for 1800  (enumerated June 3, 1880) 

 (John A. Davidson’s future wife)  

 

Name: Grace A. Tolman, Age 12, Birth date about 1868;  Birthplace: Illinois;  Home in 1880: 

Chicago, Cook, Illinois;  Street:  Prasie (sic) (Prairie) Ave. 2031;  House No.: 1907;  Dwelling 

No.: 65;  White, Female;  Relation to Head of House: Daughter;  Marital Status: Single. 

Attended school;   

 

Father’s name:  Samuel Tolman; Father’s birthplace: Maine;   

Mother’s name: Bessie A. Tolman;  Mother’s birthplace: New Hampshire;   

 

Household Members:  Samuel Tolman, 45 Self (Head);  Bessie A. Tolman, 43, Wife;   

Gracie A. Tolman, 12, Daughter;  Freddie E. Tolman, 6, Son.   

 

Source:  U. S. Federal Census for 1880 on Ancestry.com.   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29455808:6742 

 

  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1880d.pdf
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29455808:6742
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=========== 

1881 – John Davidson – Died Nov. 8, 1881, in Chicago, Illinois  

 (father of Alexander, John A. Davidson & Janette Davidson Jones) 

  

 John Davidson, father (Davidson & Sons) died in Chicago 

Birth date about 1828;  

Birth place:  Paisly, Scotland;  

Death date:  9 Nov 1881;  Death Place:  Chicago, Cook, Illinois;   

Burial Place:  Milwaukee;   

Death age:  58   

Occupation:  Marble Dealer;  Married   

Source:  FHL Film #: 1031437  (Ancestry.  Cook County, Illinois Deaths Index)  Source 

Information  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Deaths Index, 1878-1922 [database on-

line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011) 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2552&h=695256&tid=&pid=&queryId=dc7b0ce364bf7c571024d202

bd153fe8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO765&_phstart=successSource 

 

========== 

1881 – John Davidson’s Cemetery Stone   

 (father of Alexander Davidson, John Andrew Alexander, & Janette Davidson Jones) 

 

John Davidson   

 Birth:   1828; Paisley, Renfrewshire, Scotland  

Death:    9 Nov 1881 (aged 52–53); Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, USA  

Burial:   Forest Home Cemetery Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin,    

 USA  

Memorial ID  32972108  

 

(Note:  Images of John Davidson’s cemetery stone are available at Find A Grave link below.) 

 

Source:  Find A Grave   

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32972108/john-davidson 

  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2552&h=695256&tid=&pid=&queryId=dc7b0ce364bf7c571024d202bd153fe8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO765&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2552&h=695256&tid=&pid=&queryId=dc7b0ce364bf7c571024d202bd153fe8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO765&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=2552&h=695256&tid=&pid=&queryId=dc7b0ce364bf7c571024d202bd153fe8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO765&_phstart=successSource
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32972108/john-davidson
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========== 

1881 – John A. Davidson, Alexander Davidson, & the Davidson Brothers Marble Company  

“…The building was owned by the marble company and was erected in 1881.  The Davidson 

Brothers Marble Co., of which John A. Davidson is president; Alexander Davidson, vice-

president; and Joseph Uhrig, Secretary, is one of the largest manufacturers of marble interior 

work in the country.”   

Source:  “Marble and Granite” section of Stone magazine, Vol. XIX, No. 6, November 1889, pp. 

558. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davi

dson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

1882 – Agnes Davidson, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, & Davidson & Sons 

(pp. 348)  Davidson Agnes, wid. John, 2259 Lasalle av. 

     Davidson, Alexander (Davidson & Sons) foot N. Market, house Lasalle av. ne. cor. 

 Chestnut  

(pp. 349)  Davidson, Alexander, marble, house 2259 Lasalle av. 

     John A. Davidson, marble, 2259 Lasalle av. 

     Davidson & Sons (Alexander and John A. Davidson), marble, foot N. Market.   

     John Alexander* Davidson Street Address:  282 South Water, house, 485 Park av. 

      ( *  should be “John Andrew Davidson) 

Source:  Directory of The City of Chicago, 1882.  Embracing a complete general and business 

directory, miscellaneous information and street guide, Thomas Hutchinson, Compiler, The 

Chicago Directory Co., Chicago, 1882. 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4712717?usePUB=true&_phsr

c=BGO728&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=368565955 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4712717?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO728&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=368565955
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4712717?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO728&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=368565955
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========== 

1882 – Will of Agnes Davidson  

 (Widow of John Davidson, mother of Alexander Davidson, John Andrew Davidson, & the  

late Janette Davidson Jones) 

 

Agnes Davidson  (excerpts)   

 

“First, I, hereby give devise and bequeath unto my dearly beloved sons Alexander Davidson, 

and John Andrew Davidson, all of my estate of every name and nature….” 

 

“Third, In case my executors herein after named…I request that the principal sum of five 

thousand dollars, of my estate…paid…to my beloved grand-daughter Mabel Agnes Jones, 

during her lifetime….” 

 

“Fourth,…I bequest that out of the first funds of my Estate that may be available for that 

purpose, they or he pay to Mrs. Jane Bundy of Oakwood, Dakota, the sum of $2,000, to Mrs. 

Jane Young of Englewood, Cook County, Illinois, the sum of $500….” 

 

“Sixth, I hereby nominate and appoint my beloved sons, Alexander Davidson, and John Andrew 

Davidson, to be the Executors of my last will and testament….” 

.   

Source:  Illinois Wills and Probate Records (on ancestry)  Inferred date about 1882; Record of 

Wills, Book 20-23, 1896, Book 24, 1896.  (from Ancestry.com) 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9048/images/007655784_00291?usePUB=tr

ue&_phsrc=BGO735&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1339912 

========== 

1885 – Agnes Davidson, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, & Davidson and Sons 

 “Davidson Agnes wid. John, house 259 Lasalle av.”   

“Davidson Alexander (Davidson & Sons) foot N. Market, house 259 LaSalle av.” 

“Davidson John A. (Davidson & Sons) foot, N. Market, house 259 Lasalle ave.” 

“Davidson & Sons (Alexander and John A. Davidson) marble, foot N. Market”   

Source:  The Lakeside Annual City Directory of Chicago, 1885, pp. 385-386, on 

ChicagoAncestors.org  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1885d.pdf 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9048/images/007655784_00291?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO735&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1339912
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9048/images/007655784_00291?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO735&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1339912
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1885d.pdf
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========== 

 

1885 (June) – Grace Tolman – Picnic before her graduation from the Dearborn Seminary   

(John A. Davidson’s future wife) 

 

The class of ‘85, Dearborn Seminary, enjoyed themselves Tuesday with a trip to Joliet, leaving 

Chicago at 9 o’clock via the Rock Island Road in a private car placed at their disposal by Mr. W. 

G. Purdy.  The class members include the Misses Grace Tolman, R. L. Hammer, Lina Wilson, 

Mamie Johnson, Clara Gaylord, Selma Schneider, Lillie Ennis, Grace Partridge, Martha Wells, 

Gertie Hoyne, Tirza Benton, and Ella Purdy.  The young ladies were chaperoned by Mrs. Jennie 

A. Crandall and Mrs. Remick.  Upon their arrival at Joliet they were met by a hay-rack upon 

which they road to a beautiful little dell about three miles from town, and there picnicked.  The 

refreshment committee, Misses Benton and Hammer, had arranged so that a most charming 

spread of refreshments was served.  Elegant menu cards, the handiwork of the latter lady, were a 

feature of the occasion.  The class poem was prepared under the inspiring influences of the trip, 

each young lady writing two lines of it.  The party returned to Chicago on the evening train.  The 

class has its commencement exercises Tuesday evening the 16th.   

 

Sources:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, June 7, 1885, pp. 15.   

 

========= 

 

1885 (July) – John A. Davidson & his wife to be, Grace Tolman, & her mother, Mrs. S. A. Tolman 

 

Summer Resorts – At Minnetonka.   

 

“Hotel Lafayette  –  “...Mrs. S. A. Tolman, Grace Tolman, J. A. Davidson....”   

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, July 5, 1885, pp. 13.   

 

========== 

 

1885 (Aug) – Axel Davidson (?) & Grace A. Tolman  

 (John A. Davidson’s future wife) 

 

Social – Scenes – “The following Chicago people sailed for Europe yesterday on the Cunard 

steamship Etruria:  The Rev. George C. Lorimer, D. D., Mr. Axel Davidson, Mr. Eugene 

Garnett, Mr. S. A. Tolman and Miss Grace A. Tolman....”   

 

Source:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Aug. 2, 1885, pp. 16.   
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========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – Grace A. Tolman & John A. Davidson  

 

Real Estate Transactions   

 

“The following important real-estate transactions were made matters of record 

yesterday:...Calumet avenue, 100 feet north of Twenty-second street, east front, 50x178 1/2 feet, 

dated Nov. 30 (Grace A. Tolman to Davidson and Tolman), $25,000....” 

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 1, 1885, pp. 4.   

 

========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – John A. Davidson and Grace A. Tolman – Marriage License  

 

John A. Davidson, Age 30, Birth year:  about 1855,  

Marriage date:  Dec. 16, 1885, Marriage place:  Cook, Illinois;   

Spouse name:  Grace A. Tolman; Spouse age:  18;  Spouse gender:  Female.  

 

Source:  FHL Film No.:  1030151 on Ancestry.com (image of license not available) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/157382:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=0a4237b706ba77584a31f79a94eeebaa&_phsrc

=BGO803&_phstart=successSource 

 

========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – John A. Davidson & Grace A. Tolman – Marriage License 

 

Marriage Licenses.  “The County Clerk issued permits to wed to the following couples 

yesterday, the parties living in Chicago where no residence is give.” 

 

John A. Davidson, Grace A. Tolman, Ages 30 & 18.   

 

(John A. Davidson’s birth was in May 1855; Grace A. Tolman’s birthday about 1867.)   

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 12, 1885, pp. 8.   

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/157382:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=0a4237b706ba77584a31f79a94eeebaa&_phsrc=BGO803&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/157382:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=0a4237b706ba77584a31f79a94eeebaa&_phsrc=BGO803&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/157382:2556?tid=&pid=&queryId=0a4237b706ba77584a31f79a94eeebaa&_phsrc=BGO803&_phstart=successSource
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========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – Marriage between John A. Davidson and Grace A. Tolman.  

 

“...the wedding of Miss Grace A. Tolman and Mr. John A. Davidson will be celebrated next 

Wednesday evening at the residence of the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Tolman, 

No. 2031 Prairie avenue....” 

 

Source:  “A Gay Week in Chicago”  in the Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 13, 1885, 

Sun., pp. 28. 

 

========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – John A. Davidson’s Bachelor Party  (fiancé, Grace Tolman) 

 

A Bachelor’s Farewell – Mr. John A. Davidson’s Dinner.   

 

“Mr. John A. Davidson, who is to be married the coming Wednesday to Miss Grace Tolman; 

tendered an elegant dinner to a party of his gentlemen friends at Kinsle’s last evening.  Hand’s 

orchestra discoursed the music.  The guests entered the dining-hall, which had been tastefully 

decorated for the occasion, at 8 o’clock, and it was midnight when the festivities were over.  The 

table was arranged in the form of a horseshoe, and contained many beautiful floral designs.   

 

“The guests included:  John N. Baxter, Rutland, Vt.; Arthur Boyington, William W. Boyington, 

E. H. Bradbury, St. Louis, Mo.; Edward R. Brainard, Edward Burling, John F. Burnham, 

Milwaukee, Wis.; Alexander Cameron, St. Louis, Mo.; Alexander Davidson, John Davis, 

Milwaukee, Wis.; Thomas Dean, William H. DeCamp, D. H. Dickinson, Lorenzo L. Dickenson, 

Lucius J. Elliott, Racine, Wis.;  William K. Fertig, James Field, R. S. Finkbine, Des Moines, 

Iowa, M. D. Flavin, Norman T. Gassette, W. D. Gaylord, A. J. Gesswein, Newton Goodwin; 

William J. Grant, Milwaukee, Wis.; John J. Hackney; W. F. Hacnkey, Des Moines, Iowa; 

Prescott G. Hale; Cyrus J. Hall, Belfast, Me.; Thomas A. Hall, Washington Hesing; Isaac 

Hodgson, Jr., Minneapolis, Minn.; Thomas Hooley, Professor W. L. B. Jenney, James P. Kelly; 

Edward Knight, Milwaukee, Wis.; George L. Lord, Milwaukee, Wis.; William McKee, Dallas, 

Tex.;  Archibald Lee McNaughton, Milwaukee, Wis.;  Rollin N. Matson, James T. Mix, 

Kankakee, Ill.;  M. Morris, Milwaukee, Wis.;  Lawrence Newman, Frank Nichols, George W. 

Peck, Milwaukee, Wis.; John Perin, Toronto, Ont.; Washington Porter, Harry J. Powers, Charles 

F. Rand, Milwaukee, Wis.;  Captain George J. Schoeffel, Milwaukee, Wis.,;  Louis B. Schram, 

Milwaukee, Wis.;  Thomas Shea, Jr., Milwaukee, Wis.;  Martin W. Sherman, Milwaukee, Wis.;  

Oren Sherman, Judson Smith, Mayville, D. T.;  Charles E. E. Stedman, Geo. (George) H. Tylor, 

Isaac S. Taylor, St. Louis, Mo.;  Henry F. Thebaut, Dr. James H. Thompson, Milwaukee, Wis.; 

A. G. Thompson, New York City;  Joseph Uhrig, Englewood, Ill. ;  Albert De Lesseps Voss, 

Milwaukee, Wis.;  Louis C. Wachsmuth, Horatio L. wait, John Walkley, Edward C. Wailer, 

David Wason, Milwaukee, Wis.;  George Whitney, William G. Williamson, John Worthy, 
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Edward Wright, Des Moines, Iowa;  John M. Young, Englewood, Ill.;  Charles Frederick Zien, 

Homer H. Boyington.” 

 

Source:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 13, 1885, pp. 6.   

 

========== 

1885 (Dec.) – John Andrew Davidson married Grace Aville Tolman on Dec. 16, 1885, in Chicago, 

Illinois   

 

Society Matters – Tolman-Davidson.  

 

“Miss Grace Aville Tolman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Tolman, was married last 

evening to Mr. John Andrew Davidson, at the residence of the bride’s parents, No. 2031 Prairie 

avenue.  The ceremony occurred at 7:30 o’clock, the Rev. George C. Lorimer officiating.  Only 

relatives and members of the bridal party were present.  The bride was dressed in white satin, en 

train, trimmed with flounces of rose point lace, and wore a veil of Irish point lace.  For 

ornaments she carried a point-lace fan, and wore an elegant bracelet that contained fifty large 

rubies and diamonds, a present from the groom.  She was attended by two bridesmaids, Miss 

Ciara Gaylord and Miss Winnifred Otis.  Miss Gaylord wore a dress of Nile green silk, trimmed 

with white beaded toile, and carried a bouquet of Mermette roses.  Miss Otis was attired in a pink 

faille silk and also carried a bouquet of Mermette roses.  Mr. James T. Nix, of Kankakee, Ill., 

was best man, and Mr. Lewis Elliott, of Racine, Wis., master of ceremonies.  The ushers were 

Archibald McNaughton, of Milwaukee, and Alexander Davidson, brother of the groom.  The 

house was handsomely adored with flowers and smilax.  

 

“From 8 until 10:30 o’clock a reception was held at the residence of the bride’s parents.  Several 

hundred ladies and gentlemen representing leading social elements of the city were present.  

There were many guests from Vermont, New York, St. Louis, and Milwaukee.  Hand’s orchestra 

discoursed the music and Echart served the supper.  The floral decorations were by Kruger.   

 

“Among the presents was a house and lot, the joint gift of Mr. and Mrs. Tolman, Mr. 

Alexander Davidson, and Mrs. Agnes Davidson.  The house, which is of granite, is now being 

constructed on Calumet avenue, near twenty-second street, and when completed will, with the 

lot, cost $70,000.  An elegant upright Chickering piano was the gift of Mr. Alexander Davidson.  

The father of the bride gave in addition a check for $500.  The mother of the groom presented the 

young couple with a span of horses and a carriage.  An elegant piece of bronze statuary was from 

the employes of the Chicago office of Davidson & Sons.  A handsome present was also 

received from the cashier and superintendent of the Milwaukee office.  Mr. and Mrs. Davidson 

left on the 11:30 train for New York and other points East, and on their return will receive at No. 

3938 Ellis avenue, Wednesday from 4 to 9 o’clock.  The occasion will be a regular reception.”   

 

Source:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 17, 1885, pp. 8.   
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========== 

 

1885 (Dec.) – John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson’s wedding 

 

“The Week In Chicago Society. – A beautiful private wedding was celebrated Wednesday 

evening at half-past 7 o’clock at the residence of the bride’s parents, No. 2031 Prairie avenue, 

the parties to the contract being Miss Grace Aville Tolman, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Samuel A. Tolman, and Mr. John Andrew Davidson.  The ceremony was performed by the 

Rev. Dr. George C. Lorimer, in the presence of the relatives and immediate friends.  The bride 

was attended by Miss Winnifred Otis and Miss Ciara Gaylord as bridemaids (sic), and the groom 

by Mr. James T. Mix of Kankakee as best man.  Mr. Lewis Elliott of Racine acting as master of 

ceremonies, and Mr. Archibald McNaughton of Milwaukee and Mr. Alexander Davidson of 

Chicago as ushers.  The ceremony was followed by a reception from 8 to 10:30 o‘clock.  The 

bride was the recipient of many valuable presents.  Mr. and Mrs. Davidson left the same evening 

for an extended trip East, and upon their return will reside at No. 3938 Ellis avenue.”   

(Note: Today 3938 Ellis Ave. is covered by S. Ellis Ave.)   

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Dec. 20, 1885, pp. 13.   

 

========== 

 

1887 – Agnes Davidson, Alexander Davidson, & John A. Davidson 

 (pp. 420) Davidson Agnes, widow John, h. 63, 18
th

 

     Davidson, Alexander (Davidson & Sons) ft. Market, h. 63, 18
th

 

(pp. 421)  Davidson, John A. (Davidson & Sons) ft. N. Market, h. Calumet av. nr. 22d 

Source:  The Lakeside Annual Directory of The City of Chicago, 1887.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Lakeside_Annual_Directory_of_the_Cit/VB9WoDu

BaKAC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA421&printsec=frontco

ver 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Lakeside_Annual_Directory_of_the_Cit/VB9WoDuBaKAC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA421&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Lakeside_Annual_Directory_of_the_Cit/VB9WoDuBaKAC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA421&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Lakeside_Annual_Directory_of_the_Cit/VB9WoDuBaKAC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA421&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

 

Circa 1888 – Davidson Marble Company, Alexander Davidson, & John A. Davidson 

 

“The Davidson Marble company was organized July 25, 1890, with Alexander Davidson, 

president; John A. Davidson, treasurer; Charles Stedman, secretary; A. C. Davis, superintendent 

of mill; and Erwin B. Hurlbut, superintendent of quarry.  Capital stock, $300,000. 

 

According to “Gouverneur Quarry Industries” section of History of Gouverneur Quarry 

Industries, New York….”  

 

“In 1888 Messrs Davidson & Son of Chicago, who are very extensive producers and 

manufacturers of, and dealers in, marble, having quarries and mills in several States of the 

Union, purchased of J. B. Preston, ten acres of land lying southwest of the St. Lawrence Marble 

Company’s property, and at once opened a quarry under the supervision of E. B. Hurlbut.  

This quarry, which is known as No. 1, was successfully worked until July, 1893, when a 

superior quality of marble was uncovered on the Milton Barney farm, during the grading of the 

Gouverneur and Oswegatchie Railroad.  This deposit being convenient to the railroad, the 

company secured land, transferred their quarry machinery to, and opened quarry No. 2, 

from which they are taking material for sawing. 

 

“The leading members of this company, believing that water power was preferable to steam, and 

a suitable building site and water power having been tendered them on satisfactory terms on the 

Black River, near the R., W. and O. Railroad, just east of the city of Watertown, N.Y. a splendid 

18 gang mill, with two rubbing beds, turning lathes and other finishing works were erected there 

in 1889 and 1890. 

 

“This company advertises its product as ‘New York marble.’” 

 

Source:  “Gouverneur Quarry Industries” section of History of Gouverneur Quarry Industries, 

New York, From Our County And Its People A Memorial Record Of St. Lawrence County New 

York, edited by: Gates Curtis, The Boston History Company, Publishers 1894.)   

http://history.rays-place.com/ny/gouverneur2-ny.htm 

 

  

http://history.rays-place.com/ny/gouverneur2-ny.htm
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========== 

1888 – John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons 

 

 “Marble.”  “Hon. Justin S. Morrill, Chairman of Finance Committee, United States Senate”:   

 

“Your attention is especially called to the operation of the tariff act of 1883 upon this industry, 

and to the provisions of the tariff bill lately passed by the House of Representatives.”  

“Respectfully submitted,.... 

“Chicago Committee:  John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons.  

“New York, December 29, 1888.”   

 

(“Tariff Statements,”  Testimony Taken By the Subcommittee on The Tariff of The Senate 

Committee on Finance in Connection with the Bill H.R. 9051, to reduce taxation and simplify the 

laws in relation to the collection of the revenue.  Part IV, Washington, Government Printing 

Office, 1888, pp. 2323-2324.) 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Testimony_Taken_by_the_Subcommittee_on_t/3IFQAA

AAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

 

1889 (Jan.) – John A. Davidson’s “magnificent Calumet avenue home” 

 

Space would forbid to enumerate all of Mr. Boyington’s work, so passing by other constructions, 

contemplate finally the $100,000 marble halls of John A. Davidson’s magnificent Calumet 

avenue home, which received its house-warming the other evening, when the eyes of fashion’s 

fair beamed as warmly with pleasure as the walls with opalescent tints of onyx, and rarest of 

gems from marble mines on both hemispheres.  The reception hall is solidly marble and the 

onyx, and the parlors, library, drawing-room, most richly wainscoted and elaborately finished in 

marble.  Exteriorly, Mr. Boyington has built the residence of granite from the State of Maine in 

two shades, gray and pink, the entrance and bays and whole effect being most rich and 

harmonious while the steep-pitched roof of red tile is the outward setting of the dancing hall and 

gymnasium in the third story.”   

 

(Note:  The address of John A. Davidson’s home was 2128 Calumet avenue, Chicago, Illinois.) 

 

Source:  “Architectural Alphabet.” in The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Jan 20, 1889, Sun,  

pp. 12.   

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Testimony_Taken_by_the_Subcommittee_on_t/3IFQAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Testimony_Taken_by_the_Subcommittee_on_t/3IFQAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
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========== 

  

1889 (Nov.) – John A. Davidson, Alexander Davidson, Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company’s Plant 

destroyed by fire 

 

The Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company’s big plant at the foot of Orlean Street, Chicago, 

was destroyed by fire on November 11, with a loss of nearly $100,000.  This is said to be 

entirely covered by insurance.  The building was a five-story brick structure 180 feet long and 80 

feet wide, and the marble works occupied all of the floors except the third, which was used by a 

maker of soda water fountains.  The building was owned by the marble company and was 

erected in 1881.  The Davidson Brothers Marble Co., of which John A. Davidson is president; 

Alexander Davidson, vide-president, and Joseph Uhrig, secretary, is one of the largest 

manufacturers of marble interior work in the country. 

 

Source:  “Marble and Granite” section of Stone magazine, November 1889, pp. 558.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davi

dson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1889 (Nov.) – Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company 

 

“The Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company’s big plant at the foot of Orlean Street, Chicago, 

was destroyed by fire on November 11, with a loss of nearly $100,000….”   

 

(Note:  The 5-story brick building was erected in 1881.) 

 

 Source:  “Marble and Granite” section of Stone magazine, Vol. XIX, No. 6, November 1889,  

pp. 558.)  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davi

dson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/Xb46AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA559&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

1889 – Agnes Davidson, Alexander Davidson, Davidson & Sons, Davidson Brothers & Kerber, John A. 

Davidson 

(pp. 471) 

Davidson, Agnes, wid. John, h. 8,63 18
th

 

Davidson, Alexander (Davidson & Sons) foot N. Market, h. 63, 18
th

 

Davidson Brothers & Kerber, stone, 2719 Lasalle 

Davidson, John A. (Davidson & Sons) foot N. Market, h. 2128 Calumet av.  

(pp. 472)   

Davidson & Sons (Alexander and John A. Davidson) whol. marble, foot N. Market 

Source:  Ancestry.  Chicago, Illinois, City Directory, 1889 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/16299014?usePUB=true&_phs

rc=BGO751&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1059002191 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/16299014?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO751&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1059002191
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/16299014?usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO751&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1059002191
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========== 

 

1889 – Davidson Sons New York Marble Advertisements   

 

Source:  “Advertisements” section of Catalogue of The Fifth Architectural League of New York, Catalog 

of Exhibition, 1889-90, pp. 43. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Catalogue_of_the_Annual_Exhibition_of_th/yDhAAQAAMAA

J?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22New%20York%20marble%22 

 

 

Davidson Sons Marble Company 

Wholesalers, Importers, Producers, 

Also Manufacturers of Artistic Marble Work, for Interior Decorations,  

Wainscoting, Floor tiling, Roman Mosaic, Etc. 

 

Office:  Corner 11
th

 Avenue & 27
th

 Street, New York 

250 to 262 11
th

 Ave. – 558 & 560 W. 27
th

 St. – 557 West 26
th

 St. 

 

 

 

The Davidson Sons New York Marble 

Quarried at Gouvenour, St. Lawrence County, New York, 

Is particularly adapted and extensively used for 

Rock Face and Hammer Dressed Ashlar and closely resembles Gray Granite. 

Samples forwarded upon application. 

 

 

 

Davidson & Sons, 

Foot North Market Street, Chicago 

Importers and Quarrymen of Marble 

For Interior and Exterior Building Work. 

Specialty: − Wainscoting, Tiling, Mosaic. 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Catalogue_of_the_Annual_Exhibition_of_th/yDhAAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22New%20York%20marble%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Catalogue_of_the_Annual_Exhibition_of_th/yDhAAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22New%20York%20marble%22
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========== 

 

1890 (July) – Davidson Marble Company, aka Davidson Brothers Quarry 

 

Stock issued September 10, 1890 at Watertown, New York. Incorporated in 1890 in the State of 

New York.  Gold embossed company seal lower left.  Certificate No. 24 was issued to Alexander 

Davidson (company president) for 25 shares of capital stock ($100 per share).  Company capital 

was $300,000.  Hand signed by company president Alexander Davidson and secretary Charles E. 

Stedman...The Davidson Marble Company was organized July 25, 1890, with Alexander 

Davidson, president, John A. Davidson, treasurer, Charles Stedman, secretary, A. C. Davis, 

superintendent of mill, and Erwin B. Hurlbut, superintendent of quarry.  

 

The Davidson Marble Company quarry (also known as Davidson Brothers Quarry) was 

located in the town of Gouverneur, New York (St. Lawrence County).  The marble from the 

Gouverneur quarries is a very hard and heavy marble, of close and even texture, and susceptible 

of a high polish.  Its close texture prevents the absorption of moisture and thus protects it from 

disintegration from the effects of frost.  This valuable marble, although existing in almost 

unlimited quantities and cropping out in innumerable places in this vicinity, was utilized only for 

ordinary rough wall purposes until the year 1825, when Jasper C. Clark, of Hailesboro, town of 

Fowler, constructed a small mill at Mill Creek for sawing this material, which was then known as 

“gray lime-stone.” 

 

Source:  WorthPoint 

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/davidson-marble-company-stock-1890-3840936778 

========== 

1890 (Aug.) – A. A. Davidson* of Davidson Brothers Marble Brothers   

(*  Perhaps this was John A. Davidson because his brother was always known as Alexander 

Davidson.) 

“A New Yacht.  A. A. Davidson of Davidson Brothers, a coast firm well known in this city, is 

having a very handsome yacht built for him.  The new craft is 22 feet long by 7 feet…inches 

beam, and is calculated to carry about 100 yards of canvas.  Her fittings are all of excellent 

quality and her interior is to be finished off in various kinds of woods.  She will be completed 

shortly and will be known as the Nymph.” 

(Source:  “A. A. New Yacht.” in the San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, California, Aug 5, 

1890, Wed, pp. 2.)   

  

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/davidson-marble-company-stock-1890-3840936778
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1890 (Aug.) – John Andrew “Jack” A. Davidson, Jr. – Birth Record 

(Son of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson) 

   

Name: John A. Davidson, Jr.; Birth date: 13 Aug. 1890;  Birth place: Chicago, Cook, Illinois;  

Ethnicity: American: Male; White;  

Father: John A. Davidson;  Mother: Grace Tolman   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Birth Certificates Index, 1871-1922 

[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.    

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=2545&h=409703&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602 

 

John “Jack” Andrew Davidson, Jr.’s World War I Draft Registration Card, 1917-1918.   

 

Name:  John Andrew Davidson, Jr.;  Race: Caucasian (White);  Marital status: Single;  

Birth date: 13 Aug. 1890;  Residence date: 1917-1918;  Street address: 2128 Calumet 

Ave.; Residence place: Chicago, Cook, Illinois;  Draft board: 01;  Physical build: 

Medium;  Hair color: Dark Brown;  Eye color: Dark Blue.   

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34026543:6482 

 

On John Davidson’s Social Security Applications and Claims Index, he listed his name as  

“John T. Davidson.”  Birth date: 13 Aug. 1890;  Claim date: 9 Jan. 1956; SSN: 325093686   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4451208:60901 

 

========== 

 

1890 & 1893 – John A. Davidson, the Davidson Theater & Hotel Davidson 

 

(building)  Davidson Theater  (history)   

“The six story theater opened on September 8, 1890”   

(year built)  1890   

(year demolished)  1954  

 

(building)  Hotel Davidson  (history)  “Built with 100 rooms by John A. Davidson.”   

(year built) 1893   

(year demolished) 1936 

 

Source:  Milwaukee History Web Resource:  “Buildings By:  Build Date”  

http://oldmilwaukee.net/query-basic-yearb.php 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=2545&h=409703&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=2545&h=409703&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34026543:6482
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4451208:60901
http://oldmilwaukee.net/query-basic-yearb.php
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========== 

1890 – Davidson Marble Company, Alexander Davidson, & John A. Davidson 

 

Davidson Marble Company, sole producers of New York marble. – Quarries at 

Gouverneur, St. Lawrence county.  This company is the largest and leading concern in this line 

in the northern section of the State.  They produce a very superior article, and handle the finest 

imported products. This company, of which Alexander Davidson is President; John A. 

Davidson, Treasurer, and Charles Stedman, Secretary, was organized and commenced 

operations in 1890.  Their plant in Watertown is capacious and well-equipped.  The works are 

operated by water-power and the latest improved sawing and polishing machinery, and all other 

needed apparatus are in service.  Thirty-five hands are employed in this city, while work is 

furnished to fifteen or more at the quarries.  Mr. Alexander Davidson is a native* and resident 

of New York city, and Messrs. John A. Davidson* and Charles Stedman are natives and 

residents of Chicago.  Mr. A. C. Davis, the manager of this city, is a gentleman in the prime of 

life, born in Scotland.  He is a man of practical skill and many years’ experience in this line, 

active and energetic, and is thoroughly conversant with the business. 

 

*Note:  Both Alexander Davidson and his brother, John A. Davidson, were originally from 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

 

Source:  The Growth of  A Century, As Illustrated in the History of Jefferson County, New York, 

From 1793 to 1894, by John A. Haddock, Albany, N.Y., 1895, pp. 248. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gb

pv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

 

1890 – Mr. & Mrs. John A. Davidson 

 

“2128 Mr. & Mrs. John A. Davidson”   

 

Source:  The Chicago blue book of selected names of Chicago and suburban towns, 1890,  

pp. 53.)   

https://archive.org/details/chicagobluebooko1890chic/page/56/mode/2up?q=davidson 

 

========== 

 

1891 – John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons 

 

“Mr. David Clarkson, of New York, addressed the committee on the subject of the tariff on 

marble, and presented the following paper:   

 

“...Respectfully submitted...John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons, Chicago committee.  

New York, January 7, 1890.” 

 

Source:  “Marble and Granite.” in the “Revision of the Tariff” section, from The Miscellaneous 

Documents of The House of Representatives for the First Session of the Fifty-First Congress, 

1889-'90 in Forty-seven volumes.  Washington: Government Printing Office, 1891, pp. 497.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Serial_set_no_0_3099/Unk3AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1

&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

 

1891 – Davidson Bros. Marble Co 

 

“Davidson Bros. Marble Co., ft. of Orleans, Chicago, Ill.”  

 

Source:  “Marble Interior Work” section of Hendricks’ Commercial Register of The United 

States.  (For Buyers and Sellers,” 1891, pp. 820.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hendricks_Commercial_Register_of_the_Uni/-

WqueYkMugsC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA820

&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://archive.org/details/chicagobluebooko1890chic/page/56/mode/2up?q=davidson
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Serial_set_no_0_3099/Unk3AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Serial_set_no_0_3099/Unk3AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hendricks_Commercial_Register_of_the_Uni/-WqueYkMugsC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA820&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hendricks_Commercial_Register_of_the_Uni/-WqueYkMugsC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA820&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Hendricks_Commercial_Register_of_the_Uni/-WqueYkMugsC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA820&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

 

1892 – Agnes Davidson, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons Marble Co. 

 

(pp. 1864) 

 

Davidson & Sons foot N. Market, Marble and Granite Monuments. 

 

(pp. 396)   

 

Agnes, wid, John, h, 63 18th   

 

Davidson, Alexander, v. pres, Davidson & Sons, foot N. Market, h. New York   

 

John A. pres., Davidson & Sons, foot N. Market, h. 2128 Calumet av.   

 

Davidson & Sons, John A. Davidson, pres; Joseph Uhrig, sec. and treas; whol. marble and 

granite, foot N. Market; Davidson and Sons Marble Co., 11th ave. and 27th New York. 

 

Source:  1892 Chicago Directory on ChicagoAncestors.org 

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1892d.pdf 

 

========== 

 

1893 – John A. Davidson, Hotel Davidson   

 

(building)  Davidson Theater  (history)   

“The six story theater opened on September 8, 1890”   

(year built)  1890   

(year demolished)  1954  

 

(building)  Hotel Davidson  (history)   

“Built with 100 rooms by John A. Davidson.”   

(year built) 1893   

(year demolished) 1936 

 

Source:  Milwaukee History Web Resource:  “Buildings By:  Build Date”   

http://oldmilwaukee.net/query-basic-yearb.php 

 

  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1892d.pdf
http://oldmilwaukee.net/query-basic-yearb.php
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1894 – Alexander Davidson & John A. Davidson, Davidson Marble Co. Marble Quarry & Plant  

in New York.  

 

“Davidson Marble Company, sole producers of New York marble. – Quarries at 

Gouverneur, St. Lawrence county.  This company is the largest and leading concern in this line 

in the northern section of the State.  They produce a very superior article, and handle the finest 

imported products.  This company, of which Alexander Davidson is President; John A. 

Davidson, Treasurer, and Charles Stedman, Secretary, was organized and commenced 

operations in 1890.  Their plant in Watertown (New York) is capacious and well-equipped.  

The works are operated by water-power and the latest improved sawing and polishing 

machinery, and all other needed apparatus are in service.  Thirty-five hands are employed in this 

city, while work is furnished to fifteen or more at the quarries.  Mr. Alexander Davidson is a 

native and resident of New York city, and Messrs. John A. Davidson and Charles Stedman are 

natives and residents of Chicago.  Mr. A. C. Davis, the manager of this city, is a gentleman in the 

prime of life, born in Scotland.  He is a man of practical skill and many years’ experience in this 

line, active and energetic, and is thoroughly conversant with the business.” 

 

Source:  The Growth of  A Century, As Illustrated in the History of Jefferson County, New York, 

From 1793 to 1894, by John A. Haddock, Albany, N.Y., 1895, pp. 248. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gb

pv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1894 – Davidson Theater & Davidson Hotel 

 

“On April 9, 1894, the Davidson Theatre was destroyed by fire, and this catastrophe was also 

attended with a safe loss of life.  The fire started in the kitchen of the Davidson Hotel in the 

same building, and gained great headway before the fire companies reached the scene....” 

 

Source:  Memoirs of Milwaukee County, Jerome Anthony Watrous, Editor, Vol. I, 1909,  

pp. 320. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Memoirs_of_Milwaukee_County/XD4VAAAAYAAJ?hl

=en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Growth_of_a_Century/uxg9AQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA248&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Memoirs_of_Milwaukee_County/XD4VAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Memoirs_of_Milwaukee_County/XD4VAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson
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1894 (April) – John A. Davidson; Davidson & Sons Company; Davidson Theater & Hotel in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

 

Building is Owned in Chicago. 

 

John A. Davidson, President of the Company, lives on Calumet Avenue. 

 

The Davidson Theater and Hotel were owned in Chicago by John A. Davidson, President of 

the Davidson & Sons company, wholesale dealers, manufacturers, and importers of marble, 

etc., at the foot of North Market street.  Mr. Davidson lives at No. 2128 Calumet avenue, and 

with other officials of the company went to Milwaukee at 8 a.m. 

 

Joseph Uhrig, Secretary of the Davidson company, said no expense had been spared to make the 

building handsome, substantial, and absolutely fireproof.  The hotel, opened in 1891, occupied 

the front part of the building.  The hotel part was forty feet deep and there was a heavy fire wall.  

The hotel and theater cost $300,000 and was first class and believed to be fireproof.  The theater 

had been recently renovated and put in first class order.  Burnham & Root were the architects 

and considered the building one of which Milwaukee might be proud. 

 

Source:  “Building Is Owned in Chicago,” Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, April 10, 1894, 

Tue., pp. 7.   

========== 

1894 (April) – John A. Davidson, Davidson Hotel and Theater Burned 

“Milwaukee, Wis. – The recently burned Davidson Hotel and Theater will be rebuilt by John A. 

Davidson, the owner, of Chicago.”   

Source:  “Public Buildings” in The Engineering Record,” in the “Contracting News Department, 

A weekly record of special interest to contractors, builders and manufacturers of engineering and 

building supplies, April 28, 1894, pp. 357)  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Engineering_Record_Building_Record_t/4rA7AQA

AMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA357&printsec=frontco

ver 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Engineering_Record_Building_Record_t/4rA7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA357&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Engineering_Record_Building_Record_t/4rA7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA357&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Engineering_Record_Building_Record_t/4rA7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA357&printsec=frontcover
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1894 (May) – John A. Davidson & the Great Northern Hotel Company   

 

Great Northern Annual Meeting. 

 

A meeting of stockholders of the Great Northern Hotel company was held yesterday at which 

officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows:  President, John A. Davidson; Vice 

President, P. S. Hudson; Treasurer, E. P. Johnson; Secretary, Hugh L. Burnham.  The annual 

report showed disbursements, of $203,641, against receipts $210,114; balance on hand of 

$6,473. 

 

Source:  “Great Northern Annual Meeting” Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, May 2, 1894, 

Wed., pp. 8.  

 

========== 

 

1894 (June) – John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons 

 

Milwaukee, Wis.  

 

Reconstruction of the burned Davidson Theater; cost about $100,000 (?);...John A. Davidson, 

of Davidson & Sons, Chicago,...D. H. Burnham & Co.  

 

Source: “Building Intelligence” section, The Engineering Record, June 2, 1894, pp. 18. 

 

========== 

 

1894 (June)  – Davidson & Sons Advertisement   

 

Davidson & Sons, Incorporated 

Artistic Interior Marble Decorators. 

Italian, Venetian and Roman Mosaics, Marble Wainscoting, Floor Tiling, Bank Counters, etc. 

Quarrymen and Importers of Fine Colored Marble and Onyx. 

Foot North Market Street, Chicago. 

New York Marble quarried Gouveneur, St. Lawrence Co., N.Y.,  

has no superior for building fronts. 

Send for samples and estimates. 

 

Source:  The Inland Architect and News Record, June 1894, pp. xi. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Inland_Architect_and_News_Record/8AWOHoPi4r

oC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=Davidson 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Inland_Architect_and_News_Record/8AWOHoPi4roC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=Davidson
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Inland_Architect_and_News_Record/8AWOHoPi4roC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=Davidson
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1894 (June) – Gwendolen E. Davidson   

 (daughter of John A. &  Grace Tolman Davidson)   

 

Name:  Gwendolen E. Davidson;  Birth date: 11 Jun 1894;  Birth place: Chicago, Cook Illinois;  

Ethnicity: American;  Female, White  

Father: John S. (sic) Davidson;  Mother;  Grace Tolman Davidson;  FHL Fil No.: 1287955   

Source:  Ancestry.com. Cook County, Illinois, U.S., Birth Certificates Index, 1871-1922 

[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=FSCookILBirth&indiv=try&h=688204 

 

========== 

 

1895 – Davidson & Sons, Chicago   

 

The leading dealer and manufacturer in Chicago is the house of Davidson & Sons, which was 

established in Chicago in 1878, and since 1880 has occupied its present place of business at the 

foot of North Market street.  The firm became incorporated in 1890, the officers being as 

follows:  John A. Davidson, president; Charles E. Stedman, superintendent, and Joseph Uhrig, 

secretary and treasurer. 

 

In order to supply its extensive facilities for manufacturing, large quantities of marble are 

imported from Italy, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Africa and Mexico in the rough, 

excepting granite monuments and statuary, which are imported in finished condition.   

 

The invested capital of the concern is $300,000; about three hundred and fifty hands are 

employed, whose pay-roll in 1892-3 amounted to $225,000.  The amount of sales for the same 

year footed up $954,000.  

 

This house has done some very artistic as well as durable work in the city, as may be seen, 

among many others, in the Great Northern Hotel, the Board of Trade, Palmer House, Ashland 

and Monadnock buildings, and the Schiller Theatre.” 

 

Source:  History of Chicago, Illinois, Vol. II, Chicago & New York: Munsell & Co., Publishers, 

1895, pp. 456. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Chicago_Illinois/VBgzAQAAMAAJ?hl=en

&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA456&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=FSCookILBirth&indiv=try&h=688204
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=FSCookILBirth&indiv=try&h=688204
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Chicago_Illinois/VBgzAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA456&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_Chicago_Illinois/VBgzAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA456&printsec=frontcover
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1895 (July) – John A. Davidson, President of the Great Northern Hotel Company, &  

 Alexander Davidson 

 

Charles H. Sampson and James Fanning Latham Allege They Are the Originators of the Plan to 

Erect the Proposed New Structure  

 

“They say They Were Left Out of It and Now Want the Matter Settled by the Judiciary….”.   

 

“A bill asking for an injunction was filed in the Circuit Court yesterday on behalf of Charles H. 

Sampson and James Fanning Latham against John A. Davidson, William S. Eden, Henry George, 

Charles J. George, Alexander Davidson, Hugh L. Burnham, Alvin Hurlbut, and the Great 

Northern Building and Hotel company...It grows out of the project for the hotel, office, and 

theater building combined which it is proposed shall be erected east of and adjoining the Great 

Northern Hotel.  According to the bill as filed yesterday the two complainants, Sampson and 

Latham, conceived the idea of putting under lease the property included in the site and erecting 

on it a building to be known as the Jackson Safety Deposit Building.  

 

“It is shown in the bill that options were secured on the several pieces of property included, and 

that when these options were had the complainants went to the persons interest in the present 

building project to secure from them their cooperation in the plans made.  The matter got to a 

point where stock subscriptions had been made....”   

 

“The bill sets forth at length various schemes which were worked in connection with the 

proposed building, and the allegation was made that John A. Davidson, President of the Great 

Northern Hotel company, and Hurlbut & Eden, lessees of the hotel, took underhanded means to 

defeat the project in the form proposed by the complainant...The options having expired, it is 

charged they then went to the owners, secured new options, and carried through a building plan 

identical in form with the one they proposed, leaving them out, however, and thus doing away 

with the necessity of giving them the $100,000 in stock, as had been previously agreed upon.”   

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, July 23, 1895, pp. 10.   
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1895 (July) – John A. Davidson & the Great Northern Theater   

 

Courts of Record.   

 

Suit against promotors of the Great Northern Theater Scheme. 

 

“A bill for injunction was filed in the Circuit Court yesterday which may, for some time at least, 

put a stop to the Great Northern Hotel theater enterprise.  The complainants are James Fanning 

Latham and Charles H. Sampson, the former a lawyer and the latter a real estate dealer.  

These two seek to enjoin the managers of the new building scheme, William E. Eden, John A. 

Davidson, and their associates, from further proceeding in the work of tearing down buildings 

and making way for the proposed building….After having their plans well under way, and the 

scheme outlined, the bill charges, the complainants approached William S. Eden and John A. 

Davidson and laid the scheme before these two, by way of inducing them to join the project….” 

 

Source:  “Courts of Record:  Suit against promoters of the Great Northern Theater Scheme.”   

The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, July 23, 1895, Tue., pp. 10. 

 

========== 

1895 (Nov.) – Mrs. John A. (Tolman) Davidson   

Mrs. Davidson Receives. 

Assisted by a Large Company of Matrons and Maids. 

 

A large reception was held yesterday afternoon by Mrs. John A. Davidson, of No. 2128 

Calumet avenue, assisted by her mother, Mrs. S. A. Tolman, and Miss Winnie Walker. 

 

The large house, which has long been admired for its marble furnishings within, was handsomely 

decorated with palms and many chrysanthemums. 

 

In the receiving party were:  Mesdames:  Robert L. Henry, George M. High, James M. Kenaly, 

Mary Lee Pardridge.  Misses Winnie Walker, Lila Ross, Bertha Betsford, Marguerite Mitchell, 

Lillian Drake, Clara Hotz, Ada Badger, Margaret Meeker.  S. A. Tolman, John A. Davidson. 

 

The receiving hours were from 3 until 6 o’clock and a large company of ladies called. 

 

Mrs. Tolman was in lavender satin, with Irish point lace, with a vest of chiffon and lace fastened 

with rosettes of satin ribbon. 

 

Miss Walker’s gown was of white satin with mousseline de soie and valenciennes lace.  Miss 

Walker also carried a bouquet of pink roses. 
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The table was decorated in pink, with a great cluster of pink chrysanthemums in the center. 

 

Source:  “Mrs. Davidson Receives.  Assisted by a large company of matrons and maids.,”  

The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Nov. 1, 1895, Fri., pp. 5.   

 

========== 

 

1895 – Agnes Davidson’s Grave in in the Forest Home Cemetery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin   

 (mother of Alexander, John A. Davidson, & Janette Davidson Jones)   

 

“Davidson. – On Wednesday, November 13, 1895, Mrs. Agnes Davidson, at the residence of 

her son, Alexander Davidson, 1271 Broadway, New York, N.Y.   

 

“Services and interment at Milwaukee, Wis., on Saturday, November 16  Added by Athanatos” 

 

Agnes Davidson  

Birth unknown  

Death 13 Nov 1895  

New York, New York County (Manhattan), New York, USA 

Burial  Forest Home Cemetery  

Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, USA  

Memorial ID 32972126;  View Source (on the Find A Grave web site)  

 

Family Members:  (spouse)  John Davidson (1828-1881)   

Children:  Janette Davidson Jones (1853-1876) 

 

New York Herald, November 15, 1895 

DAVIDSON – On Wednesday, November 13, 1895, Mrs. Agnes Davidson, at the 

residence of her son, Alexander Davidson, 1,271 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 

 

Services and interment at Milwaukee, Wisc., on Saturday, November 16. 

 

(Note:  Photographs of the cemetery stone of John and Agnes Davidson are available on Find A 

Grave at the link below.) 

 

Source:  Find A Grave  (Images of the cemetery monument are available at the link below. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32972126/agnes-davidson 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32972126/agnes-davidson
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1895  – Davidson & Sons, location of Davidson & Son’s bid records in Chicago, Records   

 

Box 13 – Folder 4  Specifications for iron, steel, marble, marble mosaic, marble tiles, mosaic 

tiles, encaustic tiles, plaster, cement, carpenter, glass, painting and other work required for the 

interior finish, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, 1895. Bid from Davidson & Sons, Chicago   

 

Source:  “Chicago Public Library Archives. Chicago Cultural Center Contractor Bids” 

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-

bids/ 

 

========== 

 

1895 – Davidson & Sons, Chicago, Records, location of Davidson & Son’s bid records in Chicago, 

Records     

 

Box 15, Folder 2:  Specifications for iron, steel, bronze, stone, terra cotta, architectural terra 

cotta, marble, marble mosaic, plaster, carpenter work, tile, painting, decorating and other work 

required for the interior finish for Randolph Street entrance halls and staircase, Shepley, Rutan & 

Coolidge, 1895.  Bid from Davidson & Sons, Chicago. 

 

Source:  “Chicago Public Library Archives. Chicago Cultural Center Contractor Bids”  

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-

bids/ 

 

========== 

 

1895  – Davidson & Sons, location of Davidson & Son’s bid records in Chicago, Records   

 

Box 15, Folder 13:  Specifications for the iron, steel, terra cotta, marble, marble mosaic, glass 

mosaic, metal, plaster, carpenter, tile, cement, glass, painting, decorating and other work required 

for the interior finish for the Washington Street staircase and hall and the Delivery Room and 

rooms in connection with the Delivery Room, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, 1895. Bid from 

Davidson & Sons, Chicago. 

 

Source:  “Chicago Public Library Archives. Chicago Cultural Center Contractor Bids”  

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-

bids/ 

 

  

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
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========== 

1895 – Davidson Son’s Marble Company, New York City. 

 

Alexander Davidson, President and Treasurer, W. K. Fertig, Secretary, Albert Voss, 

Superintendent. 

 

Davidson Sons’ Marble Co., Marble and granite dealers, manufacturers and Importers, 250-262 

Eleventh Ave., 558-450 W. Twenty-seventh St., 557 W. Twenty-Sixth St., New York, February 

5, 1895.  United Building Material Co., New York City.   

 

Gentlemen: − In reference to your request, we desire to say, that we have used your ‘Giant’ 

Portland Cement in all our mosaic and floor tiling work, which we have done in many large 

public and private buildings in this city for the past several years, and take pleasure in saying that 

we have found it satisfactory.   

 

(signed)  Yours truly Davidson Sons’ Marble Co.   

 

Source:  History of the Portland Cement Industry in the United States, by Robert W. Lesley, 

American Cement Company, Publishers, Philadelphia, 1900, pp. 111.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Portland_Cement_Industry/owtHAAAA

YAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22 

========== 

1896 (Feb.) – John A. Davidson   

“…Mr. John A. Davidson, president of the Davidson Bicycle Company, offers one high-grade 

bicycle for the best English mastiff dog never having won a prize, bred, owned and exhibited by 

a resident of Chicago.” 

 

Source:  “Mastiffs” in The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Feb. 16, 1896, Sun., pp. 11.   

 

========== 

 

1896  (Mar.) – John A. Davidson   

 

Mr. John A. Davidson’s special bicycle, for best rough coated collie dog bred by a resident of 

Chicago, and owned and exhibited by a lady resident of Chicago, Sultana, Mrs. M. J. Robbins. 

 

Source:  “Collies (Rough Coated),” in The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, March 13, 1896, Fri.,  

pp. 4.   

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Portland_Cement_Industry/owtHAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_of_the_Portland_Cement_Industry/owtHAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22
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========== 

 

1896 (June) – John A. Davidson & the Mabley Building in Detroit, Michigan. 

 

Ready Next Month – Mabley Building, as already noted will be finished. 

 

“After months of bickering in which certain creditors of the Mabley building insisted that they 

should have their pound of flesh and the others wore out their patience in trying to reconcile the 

kickers to the situation, there now seems a bright prospect of the completion of the fine structure, 

the half-finished condition of which, together with the general knowledge that a lack of funds 

caused it, has been somewhat of a reflection on the city of Detroit.   

 

“The principal creditors and their representatives met in the office of the defunct firm of Godfrey 

& Hyde yesterday morning and organized the Majestic Building Co., which is to finish, own and 

operate the new building.  John A. Davidson, who has been one of the hardest hustlers in the 

effort to bring about such a move, was unanimously elected president, but declined owing to the 

pressure of other business cares, and W. H. Winslow was elected in his sted.  Both of these 

gentlemen are from Chicago, both are large creditors of the building and both have acted as 

trustees in the management of the affairs of the building since the failure of Godfrey & Hyde....” 

 

“The new company is capitalized for $400,000, which is about the amount of the indebtedness 

on the building, and is incorporated for thirty years.  Among the leading stockholders are John 

A. Davidson, W. H. Winslow, Otto G. Schultz, M. H. Godfrey, E. H. Doyle, D. H. Burnham & 

Co., the Chicago architects, the Winslow Bros. Co., Davidson & Sons, Sprague Elevator Co., 

Schultz Bridge Co, E. S. Bassett, Dwight Lumber Co., Northwestern Terra Cotta Co., George 

Hanley, P. & F. Corbin, Halstead Bros., and E. H. Doyle & Co.”   

 

Source:  Detroit Free Press, Detroit, Michigan, June 11, 1896, pp. 10.   
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1896 (July) – John A. Davidson & Davidson & Sons “closes its doors”  

 

Davidson & Sons Forced To Assign 

One of the oldest marble mosaic and tile concerns in the city closes its doors. 

 

“The company, which is incorporated Davidson & Sons, manufacturers of marble mosaic and 

tiles and wholesale dealers in marble and granite, at the foot of North Market street, failed 

yesterday, made an assignment in the County Court.  The assignee is Joseph A. Uhrig.  The 

concern is one of the largest in the city in the marble business, and the assets and liabilities are 

placed at about $300,000 each. 

 

“The failure of the company was a surprise to the business world.  It is said that financial 

troubles of the concern are of recent date.  The company was one of the creditors of the Sherman 

& Flavin marble company, which failed last May, and this is said to be one of the principal 

causes of the assignment.  Sherman & Flavin owed the company about $100,000. 

 

 “Last fall the company went into the business of manufacturing bicycles, with an office and 

store at No. 96 Madison street, under the name of Davidson & Sons Bicycle company.  The 

company put a large number of wheels on the market, but the business was separate and distinct 

from the marble business, and the two were operated by different corporations.  The bicycle 

business is not involved in the present failure it is said, in any way. John A. Davidson, 

President of the marble company, is also the President of the other company. 

 

 “Mr. Uhrig, the assignee, is the company’s Secretary. He said the assets consist of the 

manufacturing plant at the foot of Market street and accounts, the most of which are good.  The 

liabilities are due mainly to dealers in the East from whom material was purchased.  Among the 

assets is a large sum of money due on contracts which the company had for mosaic and tile 

work. 

 

 “Attorney Tinsman, who represents the assignee, said the company first got into financial 

trouble on account of several failures in the marble business during the last year. ‘The worst 

blow,’ said the attorney, ‘was the Sherman & Flavin failure. There is but little doubt that the 

assets will be sufficient to pay the liabilities, and the company may be able to resume business.’” 

 

 “Davidson & Sons was one of the oldest concerns in the city in the marble business.  The house 

was established more than twenty years ago.  The bicycle company occupies part of the building 

in which the marble works are.” 

 

Source: Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, July 16, 1896, Thu., pp. 12. 
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1896 (July)  – Alexander Davidson & John A. Davidson (property transfer) 

 

Real Estate Transfers.   

 

“East Carroll av., s. w. cor. Orleans st., n.f., 160 ft. through to north branch river, und. 1/2 int., 

May 11 – Alexander Davidson to John A. Davidson - $125,000”   

 

Source:  The Chicago Chronicle, Chicago, Illinois, July 16, 1896, pp. 11.   

 

========== 

 

1896 (July) – Davidson Marble Company – “Marble Company Insolvent”   

 

Marble Company Insolvent. 

 

New York, July 16 – The Davidson Marble Company of this city has gone into the hands of 

receivers on application of officers of the company.  Liabilities, $183,000; nominal assets, 

$99,000. 

 

Source:  San Jose Mercury-News, Volume L, Number 17, July 17, 1896, pp. 1.   

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SJMN18960717.2.6&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1 

 

========== 

 

1896 (July) – John A. Davidson, Davidson & Sons Marble Company, & Alexander Davidson 

 

John A. Davidson and Joseph Uhrig of the Davidson & Sons Marble Company, which failed 

two days ago, were in Judge Carter’s court yesterday afternoon in answer to a citation issued by 

the court, on the petition of the Chicago Tip and Tire Company, one of the creditors.  Neither the 

court nor the attorneys were prepared to go into an investigation of the affairs of the company, 

and the matter was continued until this afternoon at 2 o’clock, when Mr. Davidson and Mr. 

Uhrig, the latter being the assignee, will be questioned by the creditors. 

 

In the recorder’s office yesterday a deed was placed on record transferring the building at 

the foot of Market street, on which the marble plant is located, from Alexander Davidson 

to John A. Davidson, his brother.  The property is incumbered by a trust deed for $150,000 

with S. H. Tolman as trustee.  The deed transfer the interest which Alexander had in the property 

to John A. Davidson. 

 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SJMN18960717.2.6&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SJMN18960717.2.6&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
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Attorney Tinsman, representing the assignee, said the transfer of the property was made in May 

last, shortly after the Davidson Bicycle Company was formed.  John A. Davidson, the attorney 

said, had no interest in the bicycle business, but he had a settlement with Alexander which 

resulted in the exchange of a number of pieces of real estate.  The property at the foot of Market 

street was never owned by the Davidson & Sons corporation, the company having only a 

leasehold, which it still owns.   

 

Source:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, July 17, 1896, pp. 1.   

 

========== 

 

1896 (July) – John A. Davidson & wife, Grace (Tolman) Davidson / Davidson Sons 

 

Mourning in Yuma 

 

“A year ago last February John A. Davidson and wife and a couple of friends arrived at Yuma 

from Chicago, says the Sentinel, and chartered the steamer Mohave to visit some onyx mines 

about 125 miles below the mouth of the Colorado river, in Lower California, owned by 

Judge Masterson.  Several citizens accepted an invitation to go along and a grand old time was 

enjoyed by all. The finest wines and whiskies were in abundance and the party spent money 

lavishly. A few days since Davidson & Sons of Chicago, wholesale and retail dealers in marble, 

made an assignment to their secretary, Joseph Uhrig.  The concern was one of the largest of the 

sort in Chicago.  The liabilities are estimated at $300,000.  John A. Davidson, the man that 

spent his money so generously, is one of the partners of the firm.” 

 

Source:  “Mourning in Yuma” in the San Diego Union and Daily Bee, California, July 30, 1896, 

pp. 8. 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SDDU18960730.2.21&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1 

 

========== 

 

1896 – Davidson & Sons, list of Chicago Records   

 

Box 13, Folder 11:  Specifications for the iron, steel, bronze, marble, marble mosaic, mosaic tile, 

marble tile, metal, plaster, cement, brick, terra-cotta, carpenter, hardware, glass, painting, 

decorating, and other work in the interior finish of the G.A.R. Memorial Hall and rooms and 

lobbies in connection therewith, Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, 1896.  Bid from Davidson & 

Sons, Chicago. 

 

Source:  “Chicago Public Library Archives. Chicago Cultural Center Contractor Bids” 

 

  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SDDU18960730.2.21&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SDDU18960730.2.21&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
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1897 – John A. Davidson 

 

“Chicago, Illinois. – A bill to enforce stockholderst (sic) liability was filed Jan. 25 in the Circuit 

Court against Davidson & Sons and twenty-nine stockholders of the corporation. The 

complainant is the Vermont Marble Company, a judgment creditor of the defendant company 

to the extent of $2,125. Davidson & Sons ceased doing business July 15 last.  The original 

subscribers to its stock were John A. Davidson, $150,000; Alexander Davidson, $149,700; 

C. Stedman, $100;  Joseph Uhrig, $100, and John Flindell, $100.  The two Davidsons, it is 

shown attempted to pay for their stock by turning over the assets and good will of the firm of 

Davidson & Sons.  It is asserted, however, that the inventoried assets of this firm were only 

$160,000.  John A. Davidson, it is averred, has made many transfers of stock to other persons, 

many of whom have not paid anything for their stock.  The court is asked to ascertain the amount 

due from these persons and decree that they shall pay these amounts in satisfaction of the 

complainant’s claim.” 

 

Source:  “Notes From Quarry and Shop” in Stone, 1897, pp. 432.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/ODEAAAAAMAAJ?hl

=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

 

1897 – John A. Davidson – Unable to tell if this is the correct “John A. Davidson” 

 

“Marb. – Barney Marble Co.  John A. Davidson, pres.; Milo W. Barney, secy.;  Horace 

Baxter, tres., gen. mgr. and buyer.  Cap. stk. $125,000, pd, up.  Marble, 20,000 cu. ft.  Water and 

Steam.  Also quarry at Roxbury.” 

 

Source:  “Vermont Detail List” section of The Mine, Quarry, and Metallurgical Record of the 

United States, Canada, and Mexico, Chicago, Ill., The Mine and Quarry News Bureau, 1897,  

pp. 639.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Mine_Quarry_and_Metallurgical_Record/cXMAA

AAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/ODEAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/ODEAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Mine_Quarry_and_Metallurgical_Record/cXMAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Mine_Quarry_and_Metallurgical_Record/cXMAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
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1897 (July) – John A. Davidson and wife, Grace (Tolman) Davidson (fictitious name of “Susan”)  

& Alexander Davidson. 

 

Legal Notices.  John A. Davidson – Legal Notices.  Supreme Court. 

 

City and County of New York.  

 

“Trial desired in New York County.  Robert C. Watson, Francis A. W. Watson, and Henry R. C. 

Watson, as executors of and trustees under the last will and testament of William Watson, 

deceased, plaintiffs, against Henry Meinken, Christian Siegel, Henry F. Schutte, Alexander 

Davidson, Mabel Agnes Jones, E. R. Brainerd, and Mary Brainerd, his wife, and John A. 

Davidson and Susan Davidson, his wife, (the above names, Mary and Susan, are fictitious, 

the plaintiffs being ignorant of the name of the wife of either said Brainerd or John A. 

Davidson.  If they are married)....” 

 

“To the above-named defendants:  You are hereby summoned to answer the complaint in this 

action, and to serve a copy of your answer on the plaintiffs’ attorney within twenty days after the 

day of service, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against 

you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint.  

 

“Dated April 28th, 1897, George C. Blanke, Plaintiffs’ Attorney.   

“Office and Post Office Address, No. 253 Broadway, New York City. 

 

“To the defendants Alexander Davidson, Mabel Agnes Jones, E. R. Brainerd, and Mary 

Brainerd, his wife, and John A. Davidson and Susan Davidson, his wife, (the above names, 

Mary and Susan, are fictitious, the plaintiffs being ignorant of the name of the wife of 

either said Brainerd or John A. Davidson, if they are married) the foregoing summons is 

served upon you by publication, pursuant to an order of Hon. George P. Andrews, one of the 

Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, dated he 23d day of June, 1897, and 

filed with the complaint in the office of the Clerk of the City and Count of New York, at the 

County Court House, in said city. 

 

“Dated New York, June 23d, 1897.   

“George C. Blanke, Plaintiffs’ Attorney, No. 253 Broadway, New York City.”   

 

Source:  The New York Times, New York, New York, July 8, 1897, pp. 8.   
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1898 (Jan.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company  (renting space in the company building) 

 

“Two floors of a manufacturing and storage building for rent from one to five years, one of two 

floors, each 80 x 150 feet, with light on all sides.  Building stands alone.  Elevator electric light, 

steam heat and ample steam power; central location; more than 200 feet of dock frontage on 

widest part of river; also adjacent to railroad.  Apply on premises.  Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company, foot of Orleans Street, formerly North Market Street, Chicago, Ill.”     

 

Source:  The Economist, A weekly financial, commercial and real-estate newspaper,  

Jan. 1, 1898, pp. 22; Jan. 8, 1898, pp. 50; & Jan. 22, 1898, Chicago, pp. 110. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq

=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcoverhttps://www.

google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidso

n+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1898 – Davidson & Sons, location of contractor bid records in Chicago   

 

Box 17, Folder 6:  Proposal for marble and other work in the engine room, division “B,” 

Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, 1898.  Bid from Davidson Brothers Marble Company, Chicago 

 

Source:  “Chicago Public Library Archives. Chicago Cultural Center Contractor Bids”)  

https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-

bids/ 

 

========== 

 

1898 (May) – Hotel Davidson in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 

Hotel Davidson, Milwaukee.  Commencing April 1st (1898), the Hotel Davidson will make an 

American Plan Rate to State people from $2 to $2.50 per day, without bath, and $2.50 to 3 with 

bath.   

 

Source:  Portage Daily Register, Portage, Wisconsin, May 4, 1898, pp. 4.   

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcoverhttps://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcoverhttps://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcoverhttps://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcoverhttps://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Economist/z19OAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA110&printsec=frontcover
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
https://www.chipublib.org/fa-chicago-public-library-archives-chicago-cultural-center-contractor-bids/
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1899 (July) – John A. Davidson Bids for the Granite to be used for the San Francisco Post Office. 

 

The Fight Over The San Francisco Post Office 

 

One of the hottest fights the stone trade has known for years has been over the bidding for 

supplying granite for the new United States Post Office building in San Francisco.  This has kept 

several States aroused for weeks, has set Congressmen and politicians hard at work pulling all 

wires within reach, has called out reams of newspaper controversy, and has even caused the 

appointment of a special Government commission.  The story of the controversy is an interesting 

one, but in the absence of an official report it is difficult to get at the exact facts.,  No two 

accounts of the matter agree.  The papers published in the States where the different contractors 

live all tell stories that widely vary in the most essential particulars.  The main points in the fight 

are as follows:  Several months ago (in 1899) the National Government advertised for bids for 

the stone work, etc., for the new post office and court house at San Francisco.  The specifications 

called for “granite,” and no particular kind was indicated.  As the amount of granite required on 

the contract was 135,000 feet, or 15,000 tons, the bidding naturally aroused great interest.  The 

bids were opened on April 17, at the office of the architect at Washington.  W. H. Ellis, of 

Cincinnati, put in one bid, specifying the use of Peerless granite.  This is from the Index quarry, 

Washington.  He also put in a higher bid, specifying the Delano granite, from California.  The 

California Construction Company based its bid on the use of Rocklin, California, granite.  The 

Bentley Construction Company specified the Raymond, California, granite.  Finally the John A. 

Davidson Company, of Chicago, put in a bid, higher than the others, specifying the use of 

Maine granite.  Then began the merry war.  The people of California made the not unnatural 

claim that, inasmuch as the building was in their own leading city, it should be built of stone 

native to the State.  The San Francisco Evening Post voiced the sentiment of the people as 

follows:  “If the new post office were an ornamental structure, designed to gratify the fancy of a 

notional man or an individual crank, it might not be appropriate to build it of stone dug in Texas, 

Maine, South Carolina, or any other State but, as a matter of fact, it is a public building, and the 

Government ought to desire to construct it in a practical and economical manner.  There may be 

and probably is, objection to some of the stone quarried in California.  Perhaps Rocklin granite is 

not adapted to such a building as the new post office is designed to be; but there are other 

quarries in the State from which the very best material may be obtained.  Those located in the 

County of Inyo, for instance, yielded the marble and granite out of which the Mills Building was 

constructed, an no prettier edifice than that exists anywhere.  If the Treasury Department officials 

who have charge of letting the contract of the new post office authorize from other States the use 

of material which can be obtained in this State, they will justly merit the criticisms, not only of 

our people generally, but of our capitalists, whose money is invested in quarries and who are 

trying to develop the marble and stone industries of the coast.” 

 

But the State of Washington had something to say to this.  The Chamber of Commerce of Seattle 

addressed the following letter to James K. Taylor, the supervising architect at Washington:  

“Substitution of California granite at this time would be a distinct condemnation of Washington 
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granite, for purely local reasons.  These reasons are not creditable to those urging the change, for 

they are simply and solely that the building should be a State affair instead of a National, and 

that more Government money would thereby be spent among Californians in its construction.  

This is selfish and unpatriotic.  Were the building put up by the State itself for its own purposes 

the course recommended, if pursued, would be more or less praiseworthy.  In a National 

building, paid for and owned be all alike, it would be reprehensible in the extreme.  It is not 

urged, we believe that the Washington granite is inferior, and in truth it cannot be so urged.  The 

granite here is first class and in every way fit for Government houses at San Francisco, 

Washington, D.C., or anywhere else.  The Federal Building at Portland, erected nearly thirty 

years ago, was constructed of Washington sandstone.  This state is noted above all others for the 

abundance, excellence and variety of its house-building materials.  There are lime, cement, 

stones, timbers of many kinds, and clays, from which common, pressed, fire and other bricks are 

made, as also terra cotta.  That the Government of the United States should place its 

condemnation upon any of these materials, with no more reason than in the California case, is 

not to be contemplated for a moment." 

 

But this was not the final word.  Senator Mason of Illinois, took up the cudgels for the John A. 

Davidson Company, of Chicago.  The claim was set up that California granite contained iron 

that discolored it and caused it to crumble.  As the Davidson Company proposed to use Maine 

granite, the Senators and Congressmen from that State took a hand in the row, to push the claims 

of the latter bidder.  So, then, at last the fight stretched clear across the continent, from Maine to 

California.  Some of the contestants came to actual blows at Washington. 

 

At this point of the controversy a special Government committee was appointed to examine and 

report upon the several grades of California granite offered.  The committee consisted of Hon. 

Frank A. Vanderlip, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury; Dr. Caleb Whitehead, an expert 

chemist, attached to the Mint Bureau, and Mr. J. W. Roberts, of San Francisco, superintendent of 

the public building.  The committee visited the quarries and inspected a number of buildings 

where the granites had been used.  It reported that the Raymond granite was as durable as any to 

be found.  Meanwhile the first bids had been rejected and new ones called for.  On these the 

contract was finally awarded to the Bentley Construction Company at $802,500, to use the 

Raymond granite.  So San Francisco’s post office will be built of California granite, after 

all. 

 

Source:  “The Fight Over The San Francisco Post Office,” Stone, July 1899, pp. 149-150.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/6ZItAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80

%9Dit+might+not+be+inappropriate+to+build+it+of+stone+dug+in+Texas,+maine%E2%80%9

D&pg=PA149&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/6ZItAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9Dit+might+not+be+inappropriate+to+build+it+of+stone+dug+in+Texas,+maine%E2%80%9D&pg=PA149&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/6ZItAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9Dit+might+not+be+inappropriate+to+build+it+of+stone+dug+in+Texas,+maine%E2%80%9D&pg=PA149&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/6ZItAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9Dit+might+not+be+inappropriate+to+build+it+of+stone+dug+in+Texas,+maine%E2%80%9D&pg=PA149&printsec=frontcover
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1899 (Oct.) – Davidson Brothers 

 

Source for material below:  Report of The Industrial Commission on The Chicago Labor Disputes of 

1900 with especial reference to the disputes in the building and machinery trades.  Vol. VIII of the 

Commission’s Reports, Washington: Government Printing Office, 1901, pp. LVIII, CLVIII, 216, 217, 

218, & many others. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_the_Industrial_Commission/omlKAAAAMAAJ?hl=

en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson%20brothers 

 

(NOTE:  A few of the parts naming the “Davidson Brothers” are included below.) 

 

pp. LVII – Industrial Commission:  Chicago Labor Disputes. 

 

“Unfair actions by employers.  (See also Violation of agreements by employers, p. LXII;  

Evasion of wage scale.  P. LXII.) 

 

“Mr. McCullough, business agent of the marble cutters’ union, states that Davidson Brothers, of 

Chicago, took a contract for the court-house in Detroit, in which it was stipulated that none but 

members of labor unions connected with the National Building Trades Council should be 

employed on any work for the court-house.  At this time Davidson Brothers were an unfair firm 

in Chicago, paying good mechanics $1.50 per day.  He implies that these nonunion men did 

work on the Detroit court-house, in violation of the contract, and he exhibits an opinion of the 

prosecuting attorney of Wayne County to the effect that it is the duty of the building committee 

to see that the clause regarding the employment of union labor is enforced.  (216, 217.)     

 

pp. 216 – 218 – regarding the “Davidson Brothers” 

 

“Now I will tell you, gentlemen, my experience as a business agent has been simply this, that 

business agents do not desire trouble.  Their aim and object so far as I can observe is to avoid 

strikes.  As a matter of fact, it will appeal to the best judgement of every man, or any 

consideration, that the workingmen do not want to remain idle.  The more trouble a business 

agent gives an organization the less time he is likely to remain in that position.  That is rot, pure 

and simple.  Of course there are exceptions to the rule.  It may be that men are doing something 

they have no business to do, and it is a distress probably to the people they represent and the 

people they are doing business with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(pp. 216 – 218 – regarding the “Davidson Brothers” Contd. on next page.) 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_the_Industrial_Commission/omlKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson%20brothers
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_the_Industrial_Commission/omlKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=davidson%20brothers
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(pp. 216 – 218 – regarding the “Davidson Brothers” Contd. from previous page.) 

 

“I want to refer to a marble firm in the city of Chicago – Davidson Brothers.  They secured 

the contract for the Wayne County court-house, Detroit.  They agreed under that contract to 

employ none but members of labor unions affiliated with the building trades council, that were 

connected with the national building trades council.  They agreed under that contract to do that.  

They stated to those people in Detroit that their present employees at that time were members of 

the building trades council and all carried cards.  As a matter of fact that was not so.  A report 

became current that Davidson Brothers were an unfair firm in Chicago, and the officials of the 

Detroit Building Trades Council asking for the truth, we told them the truth; that we could not 

get him to make any terms; that he was employing good, first-class mechanics, and paying them 

$1.50 a day.  That shows you the advantage of individual liberty.” 

 

(pp. 217) 

 

(The opinion above referred to follows:) 

Detroit, Michigan, October 5, 1899. 

Wm. H. McGregor, Esq. 

  

County Clerk and Clerk of the Building Committee of the Board of Supervisors. 

Dear Sir:  Your favor of the 4
th

 instant, including letter from secretary of the Building 

Trades Council of Detroit, and contract of the county of Wayne with the Davidson 

Brothers Marble Company, has been received and carefully noted. 

 

The letter from the secretary of the Trades Council to the building committee, says, among other 

things.  We have reason to believe that the Davidson Brothers there are making or preparing 

marble work for the County Building with non-union under-paid labor. 

 

The contract between the county of Wayne and the Davidson Brothers, contains the following 

among other things: 

 

The contractors hereby agree to perform all labor and furnish all materials in accordance with the 

resolution adopted by the board of supervisors of the county of Wayne, and State of Michigan, 

Friday, October 15, 1896, as follows: 

 

‘Resolved, That none other except union-made iron and steel shall be used in the said 

Wayne County building. 

 

‘Resolved, That the interior work on the county building be done by union men and 

citizens of Wayne County:  Provided, That this rule need not hold when a union does not 

exist or that citizens of this county can not be procured for proposed work.  Adopted 

January 5, 1899.’  
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‘And it is further mutually agreed to by the parties of this contract, that the marble and 

scagliola work, called for by this contract and the drawings and specifications, is to be 

done in accordance with the proposal of said Davidson Brothers Marble Company, the 

contractors, as described on page 5 of the specifications for marble and scagliola work, 

second, third, and fourth lines, as follows:  ‘First, to do the work of sawing, molding, 

rubbing, and polishing wherever practical and erecting the same complete and finished in 

the building.’ 

 

‘The work to be performed by union labor wherever the same is executed.’ 

 

It is my opinion that Davidson Brothers are obliged to have the work done by union labor in 

connecton with the Wayne County Building, whether done in Chicago or any other place, and 

that it is the duty of the building committee to see that this provision of the contract, as well as 

all others, are literally fulfilled by the contractors. 

 

Very respectfully, 

Alan H. Frazer, Prosecuting Attorney 
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1899 (Mar.) – John A. Davidson’s bid for marble on the interior of the Michigan County Building  

 in 1899 

 

The county building committee yesterday afternoon, on motion of Supervisor Stahl, decided to 

make no further alteration in recommendations of material and bids that have already been sent 

to the board of supervisors. This was a staggerer to the host of contractors and their 

representatives, who crowded the stuffy, overheated, little room on the building site with their 

personalities, suggestions and desires. 

 

Architect Scott, at whose request the meeting was called, said his object was to offer suggestions 

for the substitution of cheaper materials for those already named in the specifications.  There was 

also a desired change or two that meant better material and a little higher prices.  Scott is still 

figuring with John A. Davidson, of Chicago, on deductions in the bid of the latter on the marble 

contract.  Mr. Davidson came in late, and promised to have his figures ready within a few hours. 

 

Source:  “Committee Will Make Few Changes:  Marble Men Took A Turn At The Committee.”  

Detroit Free Press, Detroit, Michigan, March 8, 1899, Wed., pp 5.    
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========== 

1899 (Mar.) – John A. Davidson of Davidson Bros. – bid on marble for the interior of a new Michigan 

county building 

 

Source:  “Marble Contract Rejected by the Board of Supervisors,” in Detroit, Michigan, in the 

Detroit Free Press, Detroit, Michigan, March 9, 1899, Thursday, pp. 10.   

 

What The Supervisors Did Yesterday. 

 

Rejected committee’s recommendation to give marble contract to Davidson & Co. 

 

Decided, by a vote of 25 to 30, to readvertise for marble bids. 

 

Confirmed Vinton & Co.’s contract for interior woodwork, painting and glazing, at $103,328. 

 

Decided by unanimous vote, to re-advertise for iron and steel bids. 

 

Voted for rock wall plaster and gave the contract to Lenox & Heldeman, of Chicago, at $54,994, 

subject to use of rock wall. 

 

Voted to contract with Venetian Marble Co. for flooring at $46,408. 

 

Definite action on marble contract is postponed two months. 

 

===== 

 

When the board of supervisors adjourned for an hour and a half recess at 1 o’clock yesterday, 

Davidson Bros., of Chicago, who had seemed to have a cinch on the marble contract on the new 

county building, had been thrown into the air, and Dr. L. P. Woodbury, agent for Bagley & 

Co., of Chicago, had the floor.  He had given the smoothest kind of talk to the board, and 

promised to employ only union labor, and do every bit of the work in Detroit, and had his fine 

samples on hand with nicely-worded explanations as to combinations of colors, etc., with a most 

attentive audience.  His following in the board was large and growing larger.  Old lobbyists 

predicted that Davidson would get left, and that his home rivals, Bagley & Co., would get the 

contract. 

 

 

 

 

(1899 – John A. Davidson of Davidson Bros. – bid on marble for the interior of a new Michigan county 

building – contd. on next page.)  



- 50 - 

(1899 – John A. Davidson of Davidson Bros. – bid on marble for the interior of a new Michigan county 

building – contd. from previous page.) 

 

Source:  “Marble Contract Rejected by the Board of Supervisors,” in Detroit, Michigan, in the Detroit 

Free Press, Detroit, Michigan, March 9, 1899, Thu., pp. 10.   

 

Davidson’s Bid Rejected. 

 

A vote first had to be taken on Davidson’s bid, and it was rejected 25 to 35.  Biell, Chavey, 

Atyeo, Starkweather and others, in explaining their votes, said they wanted home product and 

home labor. 

 

Coots wanted the Davidson bid of $141,900, on proposition No. 4, accepted, as it is nearly 

$8,000 lower than Carew’s.  The Bagley people ought to be heard, some thought, and Dr. 

Woodbury explained that his company would do all the work here, that all the labor would be 

union, and as it avoided delays and trouble; that his company has an option on the plant of 

Robertson & Co. for the work.  John A. Davidson of Davidson Bros., gave similar promises. 
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1899 (March) – San Francisco Post Office Construction, 1899 article & Gladding, McBean & Co. 

An Influence Manifest. 

Changes May be Made in the Federal Building Plans. 

 

It is very evident that some strong influence from the Pacific Coast has been at work among the 

officeholders at Washington.  At least a sudden change has taken place in the mind of the 

supervising architect having under his charge the plans and specifications of the new Federal 

building.  Some time ago these plans were sent to this city with a view of letting local contractors 

prepare their bids for the work in the several departments of the structure.  The first snag struck 

was on the construction of the floor in the proposed building.  The plans called for a concrete 

floor throughout the building, and at this firm of Gladding, McBean & Co. made a vigorous 

kick.  They asserted that the plans prevented them from making a bid, as they deal only in hollow 

tile materials, and the concrete men would have a monopoly.   

 

The firm wrote a letter or two to Supervising Architect J. K. Taylor requesting him to change the 

specifications so that alternate bids on this work would be called for.  They also urged the 

Manufacturers’ and Producers’ Association and the Merchants’ Association to take up the fight 

in the interests of home products.  Both bodies sent to Washington urgent letters indorsing the 

petition of the firm, and in this they were joined by the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

A week ago the manufacturers received a dispatch stating that no change would be made, and on 

Friday the merchants received a wire from Mr. Taylor, who said:  “It is not deemed wise to allow 

terra cotta floor arches to be substituted for the concrete construction in the San Francisco 

Postoffice.  This was followed by a letter dated the 20
th

 inst., giving a few of the reasons for the 

decision set forth in the dispatch.  In the meantime other influences were brought to bear, and 

yesterday Captain Charles Nelson of the Chamber of Commerce received a telegram from H. A. 

Taylor, Assistant Secretary, saying:  “An addendum to the specifications of the San Francisco 

Post-office will be prepared for bidders calling for alternate bids on floor construction, as you 

desire.” 

 

Source:  “An Influence Manifest:  Changes may be made in the Federal building plans.” in The 

San Francisco Call, San Francisco, California, March 27, 1899, Mon., pp 10.    
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1899 (Sept.) – John A. Davidson, Alexander Davidson, & the Great Northern Theater and Hotel 

company   

 

Sues Great Northern Hotel. 

 

Pittsburg Terre Cotta Company Asks for Appointment of a Receiver.   

 

Chicago, Sept. 23. – Proceedings looking to the appointment of a temporary receiver to take 

charge of the property of the Great Northern theater and hotel company under a creditors’ bill 

filed by the Pittsburg Terra Cotta Lumber company, were begun yesterday in the circuit court.  

The action is based on a judgment for $7,069.08 recovered by the complainant in November, 

1898, against the theater and hotel company, which still remains unsatisfied.  The petition sets 

forth that as present managed, the defendant company, though in receipt of an annual income, 

which is placed at $191,515, will be unable to pay off its creditors for many years.  The 

defendants in the action are named in the bill of complaint as the Great Northern Theater and 

Hotel company, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, Charles H. Baldwin, Hugh L. 

Burnham, Samuel A. Tolman, Wm. S. Eden, Alvin Hulbert, Washington Porter and Nate 

Salisbury.   

 

Source:  Fort Wayne Daily News, Fort Wayne, Indiana, Sept. 23, 1899, pp. 5.   
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1899 – Davidson Brothers Marble – Gouverneur, St. Lawrence County, New York, circa 1899 

(#)  13264  (name of firm)  Davidson Brothers  (Goods manufactured)  Marble   

(Average number of employees:  Marble:  14;  (hours of labor)  59 

Source:  Thirteenth Annual Report of The Factory Inspector of The State of New York, 1899, pp. 

450 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/6GhKAAAA

MAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22davidson+brothers+marble%22+%2B%22new+york%22&pg=

PA450&printsec=frontcover 

========== 

 

1899 (Nov.) – Davidson Marble Company – Gouverneur – Marble 

 

57 – Davidson Marble Co – Gouverneur – Marble 

 

Source:  “Statistical Tables of Mines Inspected,” section Fourteenth Annual Report of The 

Factory Inspector of The State of New York For Year Ending November 30, 1899, Transmitted to 

the Legislature January 31, 1900, pp. 721.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/l2lKAAAA

MAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA721&printsec

=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1899 (Dec.) –  Alexander Davidson & John A. Davidson 

 

“At the Luncheon.  Inspection of the Building...” section:   

 

Listed among the attendees were:  Alexander Davidson and John A. Davidson. 

 

Source:  “Camden’s New Postoffice,” in the Courier-Post, Camden, New Jersey, Dec. 8, 1899, 

Fri., pp. 6.   

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/6GhKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22davidson+brothers+marble%22+%2B%22new+york%22&pg=PA450&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/6GhKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22davidson+brothers+marble%22+%2B%22new+york%22&pg=PA450&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/6GhKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22davidson+brothers+marble%22+%2B%22new+york%22&pg=PA450&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/l2lKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA721&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/l2lKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA721&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/l2lKAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA721&printsec=frontcover
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1900 (Apr.) – John A. Davidson & the Davidson Theater and Hotel Property.  

 

Receiver Wanted for the Davidson.   

 

A Chicago firm which holds bonds issued by John A. Davidson has asked for the appointment 

of a receiver for the Davidson theater and hotel property.  The application is made in a cross-

complaint in an action for foreclosure brought by the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 

company on a mortgage it holds for $50,000.  The total claims against the property are $380,000.  

It is alleged that John A. Davidson is insolvent and that the George A. Fuller company, which 

puts in the cross-complaint, will be unable to realize anything out of his personal liability and 

unless a receiver is appointed the security for the bonds will be greatly impaired, and the 

company subject to irreparable injury.  The property, it is set forth, is not worth more than the 

prior encumbrances, and so will not pay for the mortgage held by the Northwestern company and 

the bonds.  The application for the appointment of a receiver will be heard before Judge Elliot on 

April 21.  The receivership proceedings in no way affect the Davidson hotel business or the 

affairs of the theater management.   

 

Source:  The Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, April 15, 1900, pp. 4.   

 

========== 

1900 – Davidson Bros. Marble Company in Chicago, Illinois 

 

“Marble”  

 

“Davidson Bros. Marble Co., foot of Orleans” 

 

Source: “Marble” section of the Chicago Directory for 1900, pp. 2311, on ChicagoAncestors.org 

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1900businessm-q.pdf 

  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1900businessm-q.pdf
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1900 – Davidson Bros., John A. Davidson  

 

Davidson Alexander v pres Davidson Bros marble co, ft Orleans bds Great Northern hotel*  

 

* Note:  John A. Davidson was the owner of the Great Northern hotel.   

 

Davidson Bros. Marble Co., John A. Davidson pres Joseph Uhrig sec; ft of Orleans   

 

(pp. 505)  John A pres. Davidson Bros. marble co ft Orleans, h 2128 Calumet av 

 

Source:   1900 Chicago Directory, pp. 504, on ChicagoAncestors.org  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1900d.pdf 

 

========== 

 

1900 (May) – Davidson Bros. Marble Co. & W. C. Wells, Traveling Agent 

 

“W. C. Wells has severed his connection with the Davidson Bros. Marble Co., and is now 

traveling for the Northern New York Marble Co., Gouverneur, N. Y.  He will also handle 

Vermont marble and possibly granite later on.  Mr. Wells has a host of friends among the dealers 

in the central western states where he has been traveling for a number of years.  His home 

address in No. 4142 North Ashland avenue, Rogers Park, Chicago, Ill.”   

 

(Source:  The Monumental News, Chicago, May 1900, pp. 294. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/5sg7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbp

v=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA294&printsec=frontcover 

 

  

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1900d.pdf
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/5sg7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA294&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/5sg7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA294&printsec=frontcover


- 56 - 

==========   

 

1900 (June) – John A. Davidson & Grace Davidson – U. S. Federal Census for 1900   

  (enumerated June 9, 1900)   

Name:  John Davidson;  Age:  45;  Birth Date:  May 1855;  Birthplace: New York, USA  

Home in 1900:  Chicago Ward 2, Cook, Illinois;  Ward of City:  2;  Street: Calumet Avenue  

House No.:  2128;  Sheet No.:  14;  No. of Dwelling in Order of Visitation:  170  

Family Number:  183;  Race:  White;  Gender:  Male;  Relation to Head of House:  Head  

Marital Status:  Married;   

 

Spouse’s Name:  Grace Davidson;  Marriage Year:  1886  

Years Married:  14;  Father’s Birthplace:  Scotland;  Mother’s Birthplace: Scotland  

Occupation:  Wholesale Market;  Months Not Employed:  0; could read, write, & speak English  

 

Household members:  John Davidson, 45, Head;  Grace Davidson, 32; Wife  

Grace Davidson, 13, Daughter;  Jack A Davidson, 21, Son;  Gwendolen Davidson, 5, Daughter  

Holda Andree, 23, Servant;  Hilda Adolphson, 32, Servant. 

 

Source:  Ancestry.com 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150018:7602 

 

========== 

 

1900 (June) – Grace Davidson & John A. Davidson – U. S. Federal Census for 1900   

  (enumerated June 9, 1900)   

 

Name: Grace Davidson; Age: 32; Birth date: Aug 1867; Birthplace: Illinois, USA;  Ward of City: 

2;  Street: Calumet Avenue; House No. 2128;  Sheet No.: 14;  No. of dwelling in order of 

visitation: 170;  Family No.: 183;  Race: White;  Gender: Female;  Relation to head of house: 

Wife;  Marital status: Married;   

 

Spouse’s name:  John Davidson;  Marriage year: 1886;  Years married:  14;  Grace Davidson’s 

father’s birthplace: Maine, USA;  Grace Davidson’s mother’s birthplace: New Hampshire, USA:  

Mother:  No. of living children: 3;  Mother:  How many children: 3;  Can read, write, and speak 

English.   

 

Household members:  John Davidson, 45, Head;  Grace Davidson, 32, Wife;  Grace Davidson, 

13, daughter;  Jack A. Davidson, 21, son;  Gwendolen Davidson, 5, daughter;  Holda Andree, 

age 23, Servant;  Hilda Adolphson, 32, Servant.   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10150019:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aa8bdf3e3075c4cdb3dd34522b28c58&_ph

src=BGO805&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150018:7602
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150019:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aa8bdf3e3075c4cdb3dd34522b28c58&_phsrc=BGO805&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150019:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aa8bdf3e3075c4cdb3dd34522b28c58&_phsrc=BGO805&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150019:7602?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aa8bdf3e3075c4cdb3dd34522b28c58&_phsrc=BGO805&_phstart=successSource
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1900 (June) – Grace Davidson – U. S. Federal Census for 1900  (enumerated June 9, 1900) 

 (Eldest daughter of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson)   

 

Name:  Grace Davidson; Age: 13; Birthdate: Jan. 1887; Birthplace: Illinois;  

Home in 1900:  Chicago Ward 2, Illinois; Street: Calumet Avenue; House #: 2128;  

White; Female; Relation to head of house: Daughter; Single;  

Father’s name: John Davidson; Father’s birthplace: New York; Mother’s name: Illinois; 

Occupation: At school; Attended school 7; Can read, write, and speak English.   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150020:7602 

 

1900 (June) – John “Jack” Andrew Davidson, Jr. – U. S. Federal Census for 1900   

(enumerated June 9, 1900)  (Son of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson)   

 

Name: Jack A. Davidson; Relation to head: Son; White; Male;  

Birth month: Aug.; Birth year: 1891; Age 9; Single; Birthplace: Illinois;  

Father's birthplace: New York;  Mother’s birthplace: Illinois;  

Occupation: At school; Attend school: 9; Can read, write, and speak English;  

Home in 1900: Chicago Ward 2, Cook, Illinois; Street: Calumet Avenue; House #: 2128;  

Father’s name: John Davidson; Mother’s name: Grace Davidson; Attend School: 10.   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150021:7602 

 

1900 (June) – Gwendolen E. Davidson – U. S. Federal Census for 1900  (enumerated June 9, 1900) 

 (Youngest daughter of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson)   

 

Name: Gwendolen Davidson; Birthdate: June 1894; Age: 6;  Birthplace: Illinois;  

Home in 1900: Chicago Ward 2, Illinois; Street: Calumet Avenue; House #: 2128;  

White; Female; Relation to head of house: Daughter; Single;  

Father’s name: John Davidson; Father’s birthplace: New York;  

Mother’s name: Grace Davidson; Mother’s birthplace: Illinois.   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150022:7602 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150020:7602
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150021:7602
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10150022:7602
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1900 (Nov)  –  Samuel A. Tolman, Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, & the  

  Great Northern Theater & Hotel Company 

 

Great Northern Hotel Sued. 

Action to Collect $300,000 Due Contractor Samuel A. Tolman for Erecting 

New Part of Structure. 

 

Suit to collect a claim of $300,000 from the Great Northern Theater and Hotel company has been 

started in the Circuit Court by Alexander and John A. Davidson, for use of Samuel A. Tolman.  

The amount is what is claimed as due Tolman, the contractor who erected the building.  The 

building is the eastern part of the present Great Northern Hotel and is soon to be opened as a 

separate hotel.  At present it is in the hands of Receiver E. B. McKey.  A mortgage of $500,000 

is now being foreclosed and it is supposed that this last suit is an attempt to forestall the 

mortgage.   

 

Source:  “Great Northern Hotel Sued,” Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Nov. 10, 1900, pp. 9.   

 

Note:  1900 – the Great Northern Hotel – Photograph of the Great Northern Hotel are 

available on Chicagology & Google Images at:   

https://chicagology.com/goldenage/goldenage004/ 

  &  

https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+c

hicago&client=firefox-b-1-

d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=i

sch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1

200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM 

 

 

 

  

https://chicagology.com/goldenage/goldenage004/
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+chicago&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+chicago&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+chicago&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+chicago&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Great+Northern+Theater+%26+Hotel+Company%22+chicago&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=AOaemvI8bEhbNaxxmd3ZL3vKU9jveBmLBw:1631649702023&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjC1IvnoP_yAhUhM30KHTMhBEkQ_AUoA3oECAEQBQ&biw=1200&bih=608#imgrc=uRaY-h-56sDVlM
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1900 (Nov.) – John A. Davidson of Milwaukee 

 

Dealer in Sweets Fights to Retain Possession. 

Like his namesake of the Army, Mr. Wheeler is a fighter, 

and will carry the case to the courts. 

 

Four determined men armed with Winchester rifles and pistols, and instructed to shoot without 

fear, still guard the barricaded little room at No. 20 Quincy street that was recently occupied as a 

candy store by Joseph Wheeler. 

 

The room is a part of the Great Northern building, just to the west of the box office of the theater.  

The persons who have covetous eyes upon the premises are E. D. Stair, the lessee of the theater, 

Manager Russell, who represents Mr. Stair in Chicago, and James A. Glodrey. 

 

Joseph Wheeler is a lessee from Mr. Stair by virtue of a lease drawn on last Aug. 12, and signed 

by Mr. Russell, running for one year from the beginning of the theatrical season.  Wheeler is 

only 19 years old.  He has the candy privileges at the Great Northern theater, and last August he 

opened his store after fitting it expensively with mahogany fixtures.  

 

He was left in peaceable possession until Sunday, Nov. 11, when be found several workmen 

tearing up the floors and tearing out the walls.  His fixtures and his stock of sweets had 

disappeared.  The foreman of the gang said that they were working for John A. Davidson of 

Milwaukee. 

 

Room Wanted for Hotel Office. 

 

That explanation made him infer that the candy store was wanted by Mr. Davidson for office 

room in connection with the new Manhattan hotel that the Milwaukee man is said to be backing.  

It is to be managed by James A. Glodrey.  There is little room available on the ground floor for 

offices, because the lobby of the theater and the box office occupy so much space.  

 

Source:  “Candy Shop A Fort.  Armed Men Do Guard Duty in Joseph Wheeler's Store.” in The 

Inter Ocean, Chicago, Illinois, Nov 21, 1900, Wed., pp. 2.   
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========== 

 

1901 – John A. Davidson & the Edward Hotel in Toronto, Canada 

 

“Construction began in earnest in September, 1901 under the supervision of Illsley & Horn, 

general contractors....”   

 

“George Gooderham was the first name in the register, followed by the directors of the company 

who had seen the project to fruition. John A. Davidson, who supplied the marble work for the 

main entrance hall, was given the honour of being the first member of the public to sign in. The 

Chicago-based superintendent of construction, J. E. Graham, joined Davidson in handing over 

the first payment....” 

 

Source:  “A brief history of the Edward Hotel in Toronto,” May 10, 2015, BlogTO.  

https://www.blogto.com/city/2015/05/a_brief_history_of_the_king_edward_hotel_in_toronto/ 

 

========== 

 

1901 (May) – Davidson Bros. Marble Company & John A. Davidson 

 

“Davidson Bros. Marble Company – $75,000 - 2 - 4- 6 - 8 - 10 Orleans St., Chicago  

 

John A. Davidson, 2128 Calumet av – Joseph Uhrig, 6560 Yale av.”   

 

[Headings for above entry:  (name of corp.)  (capital stock)  (location of principal offices   

(president or manager)  (secretary)]     

 

Source:  “List of Corporations” section of Certified List of Illinois Corporations Filed with the 

Recorder of Deeds, Approved May 10, 1901, in force July 1, 1901, Springfield, Ill.  Phillips 

Bros., State Printers, 1902. pp. 67.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/kV09AQA

AMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22 

 

  

https://www.blogto.com/city/2015/05/a_brief_history_of_the_king_edward_hotel_in_toronto/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/kV09AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/kV09AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
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1901 (May) – Davidson Marble Company, Gouveneur, New York 

Gouveneur, New York:   

Davidson Marble Co. – Marble - 1 - 2 - 2 - 2- 34 -   

(headings of table)  Locality and firm name - Material mined or quarried - Inspections - 

Mine or quarries - No. in operation - Employees on pay roll) 

Source:  “New York State Department of Labor,” section of the First Annual Report of The 

Commissioner of Labor at The Sixteenth Annual Report on Factory Inspection, New York State 

Department of Labor, 1901, transmitted to the Legislature March 10, 1902,”  “Table XVI – 

Mines and Quarries Inspected,” pp. 502.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/Zf5ZAAAA

YAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA502&printsec

=frontcover 

========== 

 

1901 – Alexander Davidson in New York City, New York.  

 

“Alexander Davidson 1271 Broadway.” 

 

Source:  The City Record, Official Journal, Vol. 29, Part 3, 1901, pp. 1608.     

 

========== 

 

1901 (Oct.) – Davidson Marble Company 

 

Big Chicago Fire 

 

Chicago, Oct. 9, – Fire which started last night shortly before midnight on the dock of the 

Peabody Coal company, caused a loss of $595,000, divided as follows: 

 

Peabody Coal company, $345,000; the six story building and contents, occupied by Davidson 

Marble company;  Globe Heat and Light company and Weisbach Lighting company, $200,000; 

Chicago and Northwestern railway, freight sheds and rolling stock, $50,000. 

 

Source:  “Big Chicago Fire,” from the Los Angeles Herald, Volume XXIX, Number 8, October 

9, 1901, pp. 1. 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011009.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1 

 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/Zf5ZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA502&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/Zf5ZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA502&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Annual_Report_of_the_Factory_Inspectors/Zf5ZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA502&printsec=frontcover
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011009.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011009.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
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1901 (Oct.) – Davidson Marble Company Building – Fire in Chicago 

 

Looking For Firebugs – Peabody blaze believed to be work of incendiaries 

 

Chicago, Oct. 9, – Believing that the fire which last night wiped out the Peabody Coal 

company’s coal yard, at Kinsey street and the river, and did other serious damage was of 

incendiary origin.  Fire Inspector Conway today began an investigation. 

 

Revised estimates of the losses make the total loss $595,000, divided as follows:  Peabody Coal 

company, $345,000; the six-story building and contents occupied by the Davidson Marble 

company, the Globe Heat and Light company and the Welshbach Lighting company, $200,000; 

Chicago and Northwestern freight sheds and rolling stock, $50,000. 

 

The various companies carried full insurance. 

 

Source:  “Looking For Firebug:  Peabody Blaze Believed to Be Work of Incendiaries,” in the Los 

Angeles Herald, Volume XXIX, Number 9, October 10, 1901, pp. 1.  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011010.2.9&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1 

 

========== 

 

1901 (Oct.) – Davidson Bros. Marble Company awarded San Francisco Postoffice and Courthouse 

contract 

 

Of Interest To People Of The Pacific Coast 

Contract for Furnishing Interior of New Postoffice Building Awarded to a Chicago Firm 

Washington, Oct. 10 – The contract for furnishing the interior finish, except the heating 

apparatus, plumbing and electric wiring, of the San Francisco Postoffice and Courthouse, is 

awarded to the Davidson Bros. Marble Company of Chicago, $$910,000. 

Source:  “Of Interest To People Of The Pacific Coast.  Contract for Furnishing Interior of New 

Postoffice Building Awarded to a Chicago Firm.” in the San Francisco Call, Volume 90, 

Number 133, October 11, 1901, pp. 11. 

 

  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011010.2.9&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19011010.2.9&srpos=2&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Marble+Company%22-------1
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1901 (Oct.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company of Chicago 

 

Of Interest To People Of The Pacific Coast. 

Contract for Furnishing the interior of New Postoffice Building Awarded 

to a Chicago Firm. 

 

Washington, Oct. 10. – The contract for furnishing the interior finish, except the heating 

apparatus, plumbing and electric wiring, of the San Francisco Postoffice and Courthouse, is 

awarded to the Davidson Bros.’ Marble Company of Chicago, $910,000. 

 

Source:   “Of Interest To People Of The Pacific Coast.  Contract for Furnishing Interior of New 

Postoffice Building Awarded to a Chicago Firm.” in the San Francisco Call, Volume 90, 

Number 133, October 11, 1901, pp. 11. 

 

========== 

 

1902 – Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

 

Davidson, Alexander, foot Orleans Street 

Davidson Brothers Marble Co., Vice-President & Director 

 

Davidson, John A., foot Orleans Street. 

Davidson Brothers Marble Co., President & Director 

Hartford Deposit Co., Director 

 

Source:  Directory of Directors in the City of Chicago, 1902, pp. 58.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/NWvZAAA

AMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA58&printsec=fr

ontcover 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/NWvZAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA58&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/NWvZAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA58&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/NWvZAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA58&printsec=frontcover
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1902 (Jan.) – Alexander Davidson, Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company, &  John A. Davidson. 

 

Out of Town   

 

Judgment by default was entered yesterday by Judge Baker of Chicago for $317,046.78 against 

the Great Northern Theatre and Hotel Company. The judgment is in favor of Alexander 

Davidson and John A. Davidson of the Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company.   

 

Source:  “Out of Town.” from The New York Times, New York, New York, January 3, 1902,  

pp. 8.   

 

========== 

 

1902 (Jan.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company’s bid on the San Francisco Postoffice 

 

San Francisco Postoffice Bids. 

 

Washington, January 8. – Bids have been opened in the Treasury Department for the glass and 

marble mosaic work on the San Francisco Postoffice as follows:  John Gibson, Philadelphia, 

$85,000, work to be completed in eleven months;  Tiffany Glass and Decorating Company, New 

York, $85,000, no time specified;  Davidson Brothers Marble Company, Chicago, $74,600, nine 

months. 

 

Source:  San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, California, Jan. 9, 1902, Thu., pp. 2. 

 

========== 

 

1902 (Mar.) – Davidson Brothers, Marble Company   

Chicago Office: 

Stock Exchange Building, Chicago, Ill. 
 

Having unequalled facilities, we are prepared to undertake legitimate detective work in any part 

of the world. 

 

Davidson Brothers, Marble Co.  (Chicago, Ill.) 

 

(Charles E. Stedman, N.Y. manager  21 Park row.) 

 

Source:  The Trow (formerly Wilson’s) Copartnership and Corporation Directory of the 

Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx.  City of New York,” March 1902, pp. 127. 
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1902 – Davidson Bros.’ marble quarry southwest of Gouverneur, New York 

 

“The Davidson Bros.’ marble quarry is located 1 3/4 miles southwest of Gouverneur.  The mills 

of the company are at Watertown (N.Y.)  Seventeen men are employed at the quarry.  The output 

of the company is 40,000 cubic feet, valued at $1.25 to $4.50 a cubic foot.”   

 

Source:  “Marble” section of Twenty-second Report of the State Geologist, New York State 

Museum, 1902, pp. r119.   
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1902 (Apr.) –  Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

“San Francisco’s Federal Building has entered on its last stage of construction.  Contracts 

aggregating $1,130,000 were let recently and when the work for which they provide is finished 

the fabric will be practically complete.   

“These contracts are for the interior finish, $910,000, which went to the Davidson Brothers 

Marble Company of Chicago, and for the mechanical equipment, $220,000, secured by the 

Joseph McWilliams Company, of Louisville, Ky.  Material is being collected and sub-contracts 

are being let for thee branches of the work, which Superintendent Roberts expects to see 

completed in about two years, making approximately six years for the growth of this stately 

structure.   

“With the exception of the temporary fence and the unfinished approaches, the photograph 

shows the exterior practically completed.  The granite is a California product, and its intricate 

carving is as near perfection as can be attained in such refractory stuff.  There are also terra cotta 

cornices and mouldings, and other exterior decorations that are the product of California 

manufactories. 

“It is claimed by the builders that the interior finish will be the finest in any federal building in 

the country.  According to Superintendent Roberts, it will not be excelled even in the beautiful 

postoffice now being erected in Chicago.” 

 

 

 

Source:  Merchants’ Association Review, San Francisco, California, April 1902, pp. 1.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Merchants_Association_Review/kIFRAQAAIAAJ?hl=e

n&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=RA6-

PA1&printsec=frontcover 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Merchants_Association_Review/kIFRAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=RA6-PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Merchants_Association_Review/kIFRAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=RA6-PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Merchants_Association_Review/kIFRAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=RA6-PA1&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

1902 (May) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company of Chicago  (photographs at the end of the article 

below) 

 

Department Blunders In New Postoffice Building 

Stonework Cut In Many Places To Suit Plans 

Faults in draughtsmanship cause steel construction work to be thrown 

much too close to the outer walls. 

 

The Supervising Architect in Washington, D.C., who has shown such ambition to expend every 

dollar appropriated for the new postoffice building in this city, and who has thrown money away 

by making changes in the original plans allowing those plans to be executed, has also contributed 

a long list of costly blunders.  As a matter of fact some of the figures on the plans for the steel 

construction were so far out that when the contractor for that work had completed his task some 

of his beams projected beyond the location of the walls, and yet he had strictly followed the 

department’s plans.  The position of some of the steel had to be changed at heavy expense.  In 

other cases the steel work has been allowed to remain in place, but the stone walls have had to be 

reduced in thickness to such a degree as to make them mere shells instead of solid stones.  A 

hearty earthquake may be expected to shake loose some of this thin stonework.  

 

The bog which John P. Irish foisted on the Government at more than double its value has 

furnished several stories of governmental extravagance.  In the past few days “The Examiner” 

has drawn attention to the fact that while the postoffice building is settling everywhere, it is most 

pronounced at the intersection of Seventh and Mission streets, over the swampiest corner of the 

old Pipesville bog.      

 

It has also drawn attention to the fact that the department at Washington, D.C., has thrown 

money away on the building by allowing work to be done in which alterations had been planned 

before it was begun and by making costly changes so as to insure the expenditure of the entire 

appropriation of $2,500,000.    

 

Joseph W. Roberts, the superintendent of construction, is naturally very anxious to cover up the 

shortcomings of the department that he represents; but the task is too great.  While it is true, as 

he states, that the contract to the Davidson Brothers Marble Company of Chicago, amounting 

to $912,000, covers all the interior finish, including the changes in the plans from flat to 

grained and vaulted ceilings for the main corridors, alterations in half a hundred or more 

doorways and other changes in the direction of more elaborate and beautiful finish.  It is 

also true that the contract with that firm includes a large sum for the tearing out of work already 

completed.  In plain English the Government has paid for putting in work that it is now paying to 

have torn out again.  Nor is this tearing out by any means complete.  For months the Chicago 

contractors have done little else but tear out and now, while they are doing some new 

construction work, there remains much old work still to be torn out. 
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 (“Department Blunders In New Postoffice Building” contd. from previous page) 

 

Blunders In Plans 

 

The blunders and changes in the plans of public buildings seem to be rather the rule than the 

exception with the department at Washington, D.C.  There were blunders on the postoffice 

building in New Orleans, and blunders in the postoffice building in Chicago, and so, perhaps, it 

ought not to be surprising that the department has made blunders in the postoffice building of 

San Francisco.   

 

Mr. Roberts’ statement that $300 would cover all the changes must be taken in connection with 

his previous statement that the contract was let to Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company of 

Chicago after the changes were decided upon.  The changes from the altered plans as figured 

upon by the Chicago firm may amount to $500 only; but the manager of that company said the 

changes from work already done to work to be done under his firm’s contract would cost far 

more than $100,000, and it is pretty well known that $300,000 will not pay for the department’s 

changes and its blunders. 

 

There is promise of an expose in the courts of the faulty work of the department in Washington, 

D.C, in the preparation of plans for the steel construction work.  This will come about in the 

efforts of the contractors for the granite work to recover compensation for extra work enforced 

upon them by the necessity of overcoming the difficulties which the faulty plans of steel 

construction entailed. 

 

Suit May Be Brought. 

 

The Bentley Construction Company of Milwaukee had the contract for the outside of the 

Postoffice Building – the inclosing, as it is called.  Mr. Bentley has gone East, but a suit may be 

filed any day in the Federal courts to recover the cost of this extra work.  Apparently he expected 

trouble as the work progressed and so whenever he came across any particular difficult job he 

had phototrophs taken.  In one instance the steel work, instead of being from six inches to a foot 

back of the intended vertical plane of the wall, projected beyond to the extent of a foot or more.  

To remedy this the Bentley Construction Company has paid $1,600 for moving a single beam 

back into the place it should have occupied had the original plans been correct.  In other 

instances the stones had to be cut out at the back so that they are in some places but two to two 

and a half inches thick.  One of the photographs made for the Bentley Construction Company 

shows the thickness of one of the stones reduced at the center from seven inches to one inch.  

The particular stone used in this instance had to be replaced because, when first cut, it broke 

under its own weight when being lifted into place. 

 

 

 

(“Department Blunders In New Postoffice Building” contd. on next page) 
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(“Department Blunders In New Postoffice Building” contd. from previous page) 

 

One of the illustrations shows the stone that has since been put into the building with a foot rule 

held against it at the thinnest part.  At the third story of the building the steel construction 

projects so far forward as to leave a thickness, in passing the girder, of but two inches of stone, 

when it should be at least six to eight inches.   

 

A third of the many photographs taken shows how the stone of the window arch has been cut 

away at the back in order to pass the steel girders.  The detriment of such workmanship lies in 

the liability of the stone to crush under pressure, to crack in case of earthquake and, finally, to 

yield in time because of the much-reduced surface of contact between it and the stone work on 

which it rests. 

 

Has Barred The Door.  The fact that “The Examiner” artist entered the Postoffice Building 

without let or hindrance and took snapshots of some of the many changed doorways has put Mr. 

Roberts on guard.  As additional watchman has been put at the gates and no man can enter the 

inclosure now without a permit from the superintendent of construction.   

 

Incidentally it may be mentioned that the fence which blocks the sidewalk of Mission street, and 

the little wooden office building occupied by Mr. Roberts, should, under the contract with the 

Government, have been moved out of the way nearly six months ago, but they are still there. 

 

(photo caption)   

 

“How Granite Walls of Postoffice Building Have Been Cut to Pass Steel Girders.”   

 

“The upper photograph shows how the keystone of a window arch has been thinned down at the 

back because the structural steel is too far forward.  The lower photograph is that of one of many 

stones used in passing the third story girders where the thickness had to be reduced from seven 

or eight inches to one inch.” 

 

Source:  San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, California, May 2, 1902, Fri., pp. 7.   

 

  
“San Francisco’s new post office” 
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(“Department Blunders In New Postoffice Building” photographs continued from previous page.) 

 

 

 

 

========== 

 

1902 (June) – John A. Davidson & Alexander Davidson 

 

“Marble Company Insolvent.  Chicago, June 2. – John A. and Alexander Davidson, 

president and vice president of the Davidson Brothers’ Marble company, confesed (sic) 

insolvency in the United States District court here to-day. The liabilities are placed at 

$1,341,838, and there are practically no assets.” 

 

Source:  “Marble Company Insolvent,”  from The indianapolis Journal, Indianapolis, Indiana, 

June 3, 1902, pp. 2.   
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1902 (July) – “Chicago, Ill. – John A. Davidson & Alexander Davidson 

Chicago, Ill. – John A. Davidson and Alexander Davidson, well-known marble contractors, filed 

a joint petition in bankruptcy in the United States District court recently, in which they asked to 

be relieved of debts amounting to $1,341,838.  Their assets are nominal, being placed at $750.  

Over 700 claims are scheduled in the petition, and the total indebtedness is divided as follows:  

$157,529, secured; $1,057,397, unsecured; $76,912, indorsed notes, and $50,000, 

accommodation paper. 

Source:  “Among the Retail Dealers” section of Granite, Boston, Mass., July 1, 1902, Vol. XII, 

No. 7, pp. 20.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Granite/IxsAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22jo

hn%20a%20davidson%22 

========== 

 

1902 (July) – John and Alexander Davidson, Davidson Brothers’ Marble Co. filed Petition for 

Bankruptcy 

 

Illinois:  John and Alexander Davidson, president and vice-president respectively, of the 

Davidson Brothers’ Marble Co., of Chicago, have filed a petition in bankruptcy, with liabilities 

scheduled at $1,341,838, and assets of $750.   

 

Source:  The Monumental News, Vol. XIV, No. 7, Chicago, July 1902, pp. 422. 

 

========== 

 

1902 (Oct./Nov.) – “John A. Davidson, the defendant in the suit, who is asked to pay a round sum...With 

his brother, Alexander Davidson, he established a marble business in Milwaukee, which grew to such 

proportions that he removed to Chicago.  (See articles on the following page for sources.) 

 

“When the Great Northern hotel was built he (John A. Davidson) became one of the proprietors.  

He has been living with his family on Prairie avenue.” 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Granite/IxsAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Granite/IxsAAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
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1902 (Oct./Nov.) – “John A. Davidson & Louise Montague, the defendant in the suit, who is asked to 

pay a round sum...With his brother he established a marble business in Milwaukee, which grew to such 

proportions that he removed to Chicago.   

 

“When the Great Northern hotel was built he (John A. Davidson) became one of the proprietors.  

He has been living with his family on Prairie avenue." 

 

She Is A $10,000 Beauty 

Career of Louise Montague, Who Has Begun Action Against Chicago Man. 

 

Chicago, Oct. 27, – Louise Montague, Forepaugh’s famous $10,000 beauty of the early ‘80s, 

who has just sued John A. Davidson for $100,000, is well known throughout the country as an 

actress.  She was formerly the wife of Paul Allen, once a vaudeville artist and by him she has a 

son, who is now a full-grown man.  Miss Montague is about 45 years old.   

 

In the latter part of her stage career, about 10 years ago, she served for a number of seasons as 

the leading woman in David Henderson’s noted productions of extravaganzas.  She made a 

reputation as the prince in “The Crystal Slipper.”  Shortly after the close of the world’s fair she 

bade farewell to the stage and entered private life.  She lived very quietly amid costly 

surroundings in a good neighborhood in Chicago.   

 

Last summer she appeared in New York as an applicant for a stage engagement. It was 

understood that she had been engaged by Edward E. Rice for a part in “King Highball,” which 

play met with an inglorious end after a two weeks’ run.   

 

John A. Davidson, the defendant in the suit, who is asked to pay a round sum because, as Miss 

Montague avers, he induced her to leave the stage and because he failed to build her a “marble 

palace” in New York and also insure his life for her benefit, was at one time a millionaire.  With 

his brother he established a marble business in Milwaukee, which grew to such proportions that 

he removed to Chicago.   

 

When the Great Northern hotel was built he became one of the proprietors.  He has been living 

with his family on Prairie avenue.   

 

Source:  The Anaconda Standard, Anaconda, Montana, Oct. 28, 1902, Tue., pp. 12. 
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1902 (Nov.) – John A. Davidson & Louise Montague 
 

Famous Beauty Asks Damages. 

 

Miss Louise Montague Considers She Has Been Ill Used. 
 

John A. Davidson, president of the John A. Davidson Brothers’ 

Marble company of Chicago, in the Superior court for $100,000 

damages, was a few years ago the celebrated “$10,000 beauty” 

traveling with Forepaugh’s circus.  She won her title in a beauty 

contest thrown open to the world.  The fair plaintiff, who is now in 

the East, alleges that she broke her stage career on the strength of 

promises of the defendant to buy her a handsome home in New York 

city and have his life heavily insured, making her the beneficiary in 

the policy.  The basis of the suit is failure to do either of these things. 

 

 
 

 Source:  Garnett Evening News, Garnett, Kansas, Nov. 5, 1902, pp. 2. 

 

 

========== 

 

1902 (Dec.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company – Contract for interior finish of the Chicago 

Postoffice 

 

“The contract for the interior finish of the Chicago postoffice has been awarded to John Pierce of 

New York, who is still engaged upon his contract for the exterior finish.  His bid of $997,500 

was about $100,000 below that of his nearest competitor, the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company of Chicago....”  

 

Source:  The Monumental News, December 1902, pp. 714. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/_cQ7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbp

v=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA714&printsec=frontcover 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/_cQ7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA714&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Monumental_News/_cQ7AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA714&printsec=frontcover
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1903 (Jan.) – Davidson Bros. Marble Company 

 

“Superintendent Roberts is Unable to Say Whether or Not the Rules Have Been Violated.  

 

“People who pass the new Postoffice building in Mission street may see, fastened to the outside 

of a window on the second story, a sign bearing the inscription:  ‘Temporary Office Davidson 

Bros. Marble Co.’ over the gate to the grounds, which are inclosed by a tight board fence, is 

another sign conveying the information that Davidson Bros. Marble Co. has an office in room 

21.  The company is a Chicago concern which secured the contract for the greater part of the 

interior marble finish at a figure approximating $1,000,000.  While engaged in carrying out its 

contract the company maintains an office on Government property and is said to be transacting 

other business than that called for by its contract with the Government.  Inquiry at the office of 

Superintendent J. W. Roberts yesterday confirmed the suspicion that the Davidson company is 

making use of Government property for its private business.  The man in charge of the office, 

while asserting stoutly that the contractors would not be permitted to transact private business in 

the Postoffice building, admitted that it would be easy for people claiming to have business with 

the Davidson Brothers company to pass the watchman at the gate and visit the office of the 

contractors, he was not sure that this was not done, and he said that there had been a rumor that 

the Davidson Brothers company had secured the contract for the stone work on the Flood 

building, but that is not the case....” 

 

“Another firm that is maintaining offices in the building is Joseph McWilliams Co., also from 

the East.  This firm has a $250,000 contract for the mechanical equipment, including plumbing 

and electric wiring.  

 

“Superintendent Roberts was seen yesterday, and he declared that no contractor was permitted to 

use the property of the Government for private purposes. 

   

“‘Davidson Brothers Marble Company,’ he said, ‘was given temporary quarters in the 

building by me.  For my own convenience, to obviate annoyance from persons calling at my 

office and inquiring for the contractors.  I suggested that the firm put up that sign.  It is expressly 

understood that no private business hall be transacted on this property, and if I knew that 

Davidson Brothers Company was doing any other business than that called for in its contract, it 

would have to be stopped....’” 

 

Source:  “Contractor s Pay No Rent.  Advertising space goes with free quarters in the Postoffice 

Building.  Alleged Misuse of Government Property.  Chicago Marble firm seems to have a good 

thing....”  San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, CA, Jan. 2, 1903, pp. 10.   
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1903 (Jan.) – John Davidson & the Davidson Brothers Marble Company of Chicago 

 

Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent  

That Work Is Much Delays 

 

“Apart from the slowness of the Davidson Marble Company in paying its bills, what is the cause 

of the continual bickering over the work at the new postoffice building?” 

 

“Behind it all is a surly, bad-tempered, arrogant man.  It may not be his fault, perhaps he knows 

no better, but J. W. Roberts, the superintendent, is a man of such coarse manners that I have 

never presented my letters of introduction to him and have never spoken to him, though I have 

been doing thousands of dollars' worth of work on the building.  He quarreled with Bentley of 

the Bentley construction company, with Marshall of the Pittsburg contracting firm, with A. 

Priddle of the Davidson Bros. Marble Company, with Thomas F. Croke and others  He has 

vowed he would drive me out of the building, though, as I say, I have never exchanged a word 

with him.” – Statement by H. J. Barling. 

 

Mr. Roberts, who is thus referred to by H. J. Barling, is the superintendent of the big-site 

postoffice.  

 

His latest trouble is with Thomas F. Croke, a sub-contractor of the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company – at least, though Roberts professes that he has nothing to do with the subcontractors, 

Croke says he does and the others that have had trouble over their sub-contracts say Roberts is 

behind it.  

 

Many complaints have been made of the slow payments of the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company of Chicago.  It has the contract for the interior work and its president is John 

Davidson, who, with his brother, Alexander failed a year ago for $1,341,838, with assets of 

$750.  

 

The work on the building has been progressing very slowly indeed and it is a most costly job.  

Much work has been done and torn out again and quarrels between Roberts and different 

contractors have been frequent.   

 

Thomas F. Croke is an Oakland contractor and was arrested yesterday on a charge of carrying a 

concealed weapon.  He has three separate sub-contracts, two from Davidson Brothers’ Marble 

Company amounting to about $1,070, and a third from H. J. Barling for $959.   

 

“I was told on Wednesday,” said Croke, “that I would be thrown out of the building if I 

attempted to complete my contract.  The man who made the threat was Roberts and I put a pistol  

 

(“Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent….” 1903, 

contd. on next page) 
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(“Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent….” 1903, 

contd. from previous page) 

 

in my pocket.  I had no intention of using it, but I intended that no one should interfere with me. 

The pretense of all this trouble was that I had undertaken to finish a contract in thirty days and 

had not done so.  My bid for the work was made on November 11th, and guaranteed that the 

work should be “be pushed forward without any delay.”  On November 24th I received a letter 

telling me my bid had been accepted and that I must “complete the work at the earliest possible 

moment and in no case later than thirty days from notice that the details that have been 

forwarded to the department have been accepted.”  I told Mr. Priddle that I did not care for the 

contract, as I had too much to do to finish the work in thirty days.  On December 12th I received 

notice that the details had been accepted and the instructions to “proceed with the work and 

complete same at the earliest possible moment.”  Mr. Priddle had already assented to waiving the 

thirty-day clause and this notice supports that statement.  The real question is not one of saving 

time, but of avoiding payment.  The company owes me, owes Mr. Barling, owes the Ralston Iron 

Works, the Roebling’s Sons Company, and its credit is so poor that big firms like Gladding, 

McBean & Co. will not furnish anything except for cash.” 

 

The Rockburg’s Sons Company put in the wire and there is a balance due on their account.  

 

“Croke’s contract for iron work,” says Jacob Schmitt, the local representative of the Davidson 

Bros. Marble Company, “calls for the completion of the work within thirty days after notice that 

the detail drawing are prepared.  This notice was given Croke on December 12th and he did little 

or nothing on it until a few days ago.  The matter ran until January 16th, four days past the time 

when this work should have been completed.  He was notified by me that he was delaying 

construction and I served him with notice that he must complete the work within three days or I 

would take the contract out of his hands and complete it at his expense.  

 

“Yesterday he made threats and to-day when I started men to work he declared that he would kill 

any man who attempted to handle his material or to work on his contract.  I summoned a 

policeman, told him of Croke’s threats and that the man was armed.  He asked Croke if he had a 

weapon and when he produced a revolver arrested him. 

 

Superintendent J. W. Roberts said:  “The Government does not interfere in any way affecting 

agreement between general contractor who has a contract under the Government an any sub-

contractor.  The superintendent of the building has no cognizance of any trouble, financial or 

otherwise, officially, between general contractors and their sub-contractors, the Government 

holding in all cases that the general contractor is responsible under his bond to the Government 

for the faithful execution of the work embraced under his contract.” 

 

 

(“Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent….” 1903, 

contd. on next page) 
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contd. from previous page) 

 

The reason for Mr. Priddle’s dismissal so far as the Superintendent knows is that after an 

investigation by the contractors, the Davidson Bros. Marble Co., they found that Mr. Priddle was 

not managing the business to suit them, and consequently dismissed him at the end of his year’s 

contract.  

 

“What caused Mr. Croke’s arrest?” was asked.  

 

“It appears that Mr. Croke had a sub-contract with the Davidson Co. for certain iron furring in 

the ceiling of court room 96 in the building, which the Superintendent was informed by the 

Davidson Co. was agreed to be constructed within 30 days after notice to the said Croke by the 

Davidson Co.  Mr. Croke according to the Davidson Co. failed to comply with the terms of his 

agreement and was served with a three days- notice by the general contractors to complete said 

work and in the event of not complying with the terms of said notice, the Davidson Co. told him 

they would proceed to finish the work and charge the cost thereof against the amount of his 

contract.  

 

“The Davidson Co. endeavored to put into execution the terms of this notice this morning gand 

(sic) Mr. Croke, so I was informed, threatened to blow out the brains of any one who undertook 

to go into that room to finish that portion of the work, whereupon the Davidson Co., through 

their representative, got an officer and had Mr. Croke arrested for carrying concealed weapons.” 

 

Mr. Roberts said that the Davidson Co. had asked him to interfere between them and their sub-

contractor, but he replied that it was a matter that concerned themselves and their sub-contractor 

and declined to interfere.  

 

Mr. Croke says that Roberts interferes continuously with sub-contractors and only the materials 

of favorites are approved.  

 

In reference to the financial standing of the Davidson Brothers Company it was learned by wire 

from Chicago last evening that a petition in bankruptcy asking relief from debts amounting to 

$1,341,838 was filed in June last by John A. and Alexander Davidson, the contractors.  The 

petition was filed jointly by the Davidsons.  

 

The assets were nominal merely, being placed at $750.  There were over 700 claims in the 

schedule attached to the petition.  These claims were classified as:  secure, $157,529; unsecured, 

$1,057,3997 (sic); indorsed notes, $76,?12, and accommodation papers, $50,000.   

 

 

(“Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent….” 1903, 

contd. on next page) 
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(“Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent….” 1903, 

contd. from previous page) 

 

Most of the liabilities were for material and work used in contracts, but banks in all parts of the 

country were among the creditors. 

 

The largest creditor was Samuel A. Tolman, whose claim for $229,500 was partly secured by the 

stock of the old Great Northern hotel and theatre company. 

 

Source:  “Payment of Davidson Brothers Company are Slow and Bickerings So Frequent That 

Work Is Much Delays,”  The San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, CA, Jan. 23, 1903, pp. 3.   
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1903 (Feb.) – Davidson Bros. Marble Co. of Chicago 

 

Unions Asking For Investigation of Charges 

 

Inform the Treasury Department of Sub-Contractor on New Postoffice Who Made 

Employees Pay Moiety. 
 

In the Mean Time Work Has Nearly Ceased in Part of the Building Which Was 

Undertaken at Low Bid. 

 

It is proposed by the Plasterers’ and Laborers’ Unions that James McKendrick, one of the 

contractors employed in the construction of the new Postoffice Building, shall have ample 

opportunity to explain the charge that he compelled the men in his employ to pay him a moiety 

of their wages on pain of immediate dismissal if they refused.  These unions have informed the 

Treasury Department of the accusations against McKendrick and asked for a formal 

investigation.  In the meantime work has virtually ceased in McKendrick’s section of the 

building, by order of the unions.  During the past two weeks only about ten men have been 

employed wher (sic) from forty to sixty were formerly on the payroll.  

 

The charges formulated against McKendrick include the allegation that the men signed the 

payroll for $5 and $6 a day, which was paid by Davidson Bros. Marble Co. of Chicago.  

McKendrick was the sub-contractor for the plastering and ornamental work.  The Davidson 

Company ordered their superintendent, A. Priddle, to investigate this payroll and upon his report 

the company decided to furnish McKendrick with the amount of the payroll from wek (sic) to 

week.  

 

When the Davidsons refused to advance any other money to McKendrick aside from the amount 

of his weekly payroll, that very able financier is reported to have boasted that in spite of his 

limitation he was able to clear at least $300 on his contract.  That he had nothing when he took 

the contract is also urged in the charges against the sub-contractor and it is asserted that during 

the first month of his contract he paid no wages to the men, subsequently securing the money for 

this purpose by means of padding his work with false estimates.   

 

It is also declared that McKendrick’s bid was between $18,000 and $20,000 lower than any of 

the others and that it is impossible for him to fulfill his contract according to specifications.  

 

The Davidsons are also in trouble with one of their contractors, Thomas F. Cook, who has begun 

a suit against them to recover $1,000 and costs upon a contract to furnish ironwork for the 

Postoffice.  The work, according to Cook’s complaint, was accepted by Davidson Bros. last 

November and December, but on January 24th Superintendent Roberts refused to approve  

he (sic) work although he made no objection when the ironwork was placed in position. 

 

Source:  “Unions Asking For Investigation of Charges.  Inform the Treasury Department of Sub-

Contractor on New Postoffice Who Made Employees Pay Moiety....,"  The San Francisco 

Examiner, San Francisco, CA, Feb. 8, 1903, pp. 24.   
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1903 (May) – Alexander Davidson 

 

The marble dealers of the country are endeavoring to form a national organization.  A meeting to 

take the preliminary steps was recently held at Buffalo, those present being Alexander Davidson 

and Fred P. Bagley, of Chicago; W. H. Evans, of Baltimore; Peter Gray, of Philadelphia, and 

William Lantz, of Buffalo.   

 

Source:  “Marble and Granite” section of Stone, May 1903, pp. 62.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=

en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

 

1903 (June) – John A. Davidson & Louise Montague 

 

Marble Man’s Heavy Debts:  Discharge in bankruptcy issued to John A. Davidson 

who promised actress a palace in New York. 
 

Chicago, June 20. – Discharges in bankruptcy were granted by Judge Kohisaat to John 

Alexander* Davidson, of Davidson Bros, Marble Co.  The debts wiped out by the United States 

court amount to $1,431,838. 

 

One of the claims scheduled by John A. Davidson was that of Louise Montague for $100,000.  

Miss Montague, known to the theatrical world as the $10,000 beauty, had sued Davidson for this 

amount on the grounds that he had induced her to withdraw from the stage, he promising to build 

a costly marble palace for her in New York. 

 

(*  His name is “John Andrew Davidson.”) 

 

Source:  “Marble Man’s Heavy Debts:  Discharge in bankruptcy issued to John A. Davidson who 

promised actress a palace in New York,” Davenport Morning Star, Davenport, Iowa,  June 21, 

1903, Sun., pp. 1.   

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22alexander%20davidson%22
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1903 (June) – Alexander Davidson, John A. Davidson, & Louise Montague 

 

Discharged from Bankruptcy 

 

Chicago, June 20. – Discharges in bankruptcy were granted by Judge Kohisaat today to John A. 

and Alexander Davidson of the Davidson Brothers Marble company.  The debts wiped out by the 

United States district court amount to $1,431,838.  One of the claims scheduled by John A. 

Davidson was that Louise Montague, known to the theatrical world as the $10,000 beauty, had 

sued Davidson for that amount on the grounds that he had induced her to withdraw from the 

stage by promising to build a costly marble palace for her in New York. 

 

Source:  “Discharged from Bankruptcy,” the Los Angeles Herald, California, June 21, 1903,  

pp. 2.   

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19030621.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1 

 

========== 

 

1903 (June) – John A. and Alexander Davidson, of the Davidson Brothers Marble Co. – Bankruptcy 

 

What Business Men Are Doing. 

 

Chicago. – Discharges in bankruptcy were granted by Judge Kohlsaat to-day to John A. and 

Alexander Davidson, of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company.  The debts wiped out by the 

United States District Court amount to $1,431,838. 

 

Source:  “What Business Men Are Doing,” Democrat and Chronicle, Rochester, New York,  

June 21, 1903, Sun., pp. 2.     

 

========== 

 

1903 (July) – Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company 

 

The Davidson Brothers’ Marble Company, of Chicago, has been granted a discharge in 

bankruptcy by Judge Kohlsaat. 

 

Source:  Stone,  July 1903, pp. 261.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=

en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA261&printsec=frontc

over 

 

  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19030621.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19030621.2.33&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA261&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA261&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/wkdHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA261&printsec=frontcover
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1903 (July) – Davidson Bros. Marble Co.  

 

85029 – Croke v Davidson Bros. Marble Co. 

 

Source:  “Court Cases”  The Recorder," San Francisco, California, July 11, 1903, pp. 2.   

 

========== 

 

1903 – Davidson Brothers Marble Co.   

 

[column headings for information below]   

# - Name of Company – County – Location – Amount of capital stock paid up as reported by 

company – Full value of capital stock and franchise as determined by State Board of 

Equalization – Assessed value of capital stock and franchise as determined State Board of 

Equalization – Equalized value of tangible property, assessed by local assessors, deducted under 

requirements of section 3, Revenue Law – Net assessment of capital stock, including franchise 

being excess, of equalized value of capital stock and debt over tangible property assessed by 

local assessors.] 

 

317 – Davidson Brothers Marble Co. – Orleans st., Chicago – $75,000 – $4,000 - == - 

$4,000 – 317   

 

Source:  Proceedings of The Illinois State Board of Equalization, Session of 1903, Springfield, 

Ill., Phillips Bros., State Printers, 1904, pp. 71.)  (Other years area available.) 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings/vsEbAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22

Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA71&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1904 (Mar.) – John A. Davidson  

 

Hotel Arrivals 

 

Angelus – “…John A. Davidson, Chicago….” 

 

Source:  “Hotel Arrivals” section of Los Angeles Herald, March 8, 1904, pp. 11.    

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19040308.2.181&srpos=4&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1 

========== 

 

1904 (Mar.) – John A. Davidson   

 

John A. Davidson of Chicago, who has the Government contract for doing the marble work in 

the new postoffice, arrived from the East yesterday and is staying at the Palace. 

 

Source:  “Personal” section of the San Francisco Call, March 11, 1904, pp. 3.   

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SFC19040311.2.22&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings/vsEbAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA71&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings/vsEbAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=PA71&printsec=frontcover
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19040308.2.181&srpos=4&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=LAH19040308.2.181&srpos=4&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SFC19040311.2.22&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=SFC19040311.2.22&srpos=3&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22John+A.+Davidson%22+marble-------1
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1904 (April) – Davidson Brothers Marble Co., Chicago 

 

P. Mockenhaupt, well known to the trade throughout the middle west for a number of years as 

credit man with the Davidson Brothers Marble Co., Chicago, has severed his connection with 

that firm, and with his two sons has established a manufacturers’ agency for granite, marble and 

Bedford stone at 240 Oak street, Chicago.   

 

Source:  The Reporter, April 1904, pp. 27, 29.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Reporter/ERdbAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=

%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=RA3-PA29&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1905 (May) –  

 

“The Second Mortgage Company, Brooklyn, $500,000; John A. Davidson, Charles W. Goeich... 

(?), Si... L. Robel.”   

 

Source:  “New York.  Reported by Corporation Trust Company” in The National Corporation 

Reporter, Chicago, May 4, 1905, Vol. XXX, No. 11, pp. 400.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/gpdDAQAAMAAJ

?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22John%20a.%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

1905 – John A. Davidson, Alex. (Alexander) Davidson, Davidson Brothers Marble Co. 

 

Davidson Brothers Marble Co., foot of Orleans Street, Chicago.   

 

Officers:  President, John A. Davidson; Vice-President, Alex. (Alexander) Davidson; Secretary 

and Treasurer, Joseph Uhrig.   

 

Directors:  Alex. Davidson, John A. Davidson, Samuel A. Tolman.   

 

Source:  “Manufacturing and Miscellaneous Companies,” Directory of Directors in The City of 

Chicago, The Audit Co. of New York, Chicago, 1905, pp. 571.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/tSRHAQAA

MAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA571&printsec=frontcov

er 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Reporter/ERdbAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=RA3-PA29&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Reporter/ERdbAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Co%22&pg=RA3-PA29&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/gpdDAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22John%20a.%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/gpdDAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22John%20a.%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/tSRHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA571&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/tSRHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA571&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Directory_of_Directors_in_the_City_of_Ch/tSRHAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA571&printsec=frontcover
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1905 (July) – Davidson Brothers’ Quarry near Gouverneur, New York, to the Watertown Marble Co. 

 

“The Watertown Marble Co. has taken over the quarry of Davidson Brothers near Gouverneur 

and the E. E. Stevens quarry at Canton.  Its mill located at Watertown is equipped with 15 gangs 

and will be enlarged during the current year.  The company makes a specialty of monumental 

and decorative work.”   

 

Source:  “Marble” section of  Economic Geology 13, The Mining and Quarry Industry of New 

York State, Bulletin 93, New York State Museum, July 1905, pp. 960.) 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Bulletin/d6FOAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=David

son+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA960&printsec=frontcover 

 

==========  

 

1905 (Oct.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

 

W. Y. Teetzel v. Davidson Brothers Marble Company.   

 

Filed October 5, 1905.  No. 13,921.   

 

W. Y.  Teetzel v. Davidson Brothers Marble Company.  

 

“Filed October 5, 1905.  No. 13,921.   

 

Sales:  Action.  Certain goods shipped by the plaintiff to a bankrupt were stopped in transit.  An 

order upon the carrier was then given by the plaintiff’s agent to the defendant, whereby 

defendant obtained the goods and used them in his business.  Held, that under the circumstances 

there was an implied contract upon his part to pay the plaintiff the fair market value of the goods, 

which could be enforced by an action on the contract.   

 

“Error to the district court for Douglas county:  Irving F. Baxter, Judge, Affirmed.  (et al.)   

 

“This is an action for goods sold and delivered.  The plaintiff is a corporation doing business in 

Chicago as a wholesale marble dealer, and the defendant is in the marble business in Council 

Bluffs.  In September, 1900, the plaintiff shipped to one W. E. Lewis, who was then in the 

marble business in Council Bluffs, the goods the price of which it is sought to recover.  Before 

the goods reached Council Bluffs, Lewis failed and went into bankruptcy.  The goods were 

stopped in transit by the plaintiff, acting through one Benjamin, an attorney of Council Bluffs....”  

 

Source:  Report of Cases in The Supreme Court of Nebraska, Jan. and Sept. Terms, 1905, 

September Term, 1905, Vol. 74, 1908, pp. 529.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_Cases_in_the_Supreme_Court_of/qLQEAA

AAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA529&p

rintsec=frontcover 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Bulletin/d6FOAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA960&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Bulletin/d6FOAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA960&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_Cases_in_the_Supreme_Court_of/qLQEAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA529&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_Cases_in_the_Supreme_Court_of/qLQEAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA529&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Reports_of_Cases_in_the_Supreme_Court_of/qLQEAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA529&printsec=frontcover
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==========  

 

1906 (Dec.) – Davidson Bros. Marble Company & the U. S. Post Office Building in San Francisco, CA 

 

Notice is hereby given that a suit has been commenced in the United States Circuit Court for the 

Northern District of California, by the United States of America, on the relation of and for the 

use and benefit of Murray Gibson, plaintiff, against Davidson Bros. Marble Company, a 

corporation, and Samuel A. Tolman and John A. Tolman, defendants, to recover on a bond given 

by said defendants, dated October 18, 1901, to secure the performance of a contract dated 

October 10, 1901, made by Davidson Bros. Marble Company and the United States for 

certain work on the United States Post Office Building at San Francisco.  Any creditor has 

a right to intervene and file his claim in such action and be made a party thereto within one 

year from the completion of the work under said contract and not later.  

 

Dated November 22, 1906.  

Robt. T. Devlin, Attorney for Plaintiff, Nov. 23-21t. 

 

Note:  Same notice published in The Recorder, San Francisco, CA, Dec. 6, 1906.   

 

Source:  “Notice,” The Recorder, San Francisco, CA, Dec. 11, 1906, pp. 5.   

 

========== 

 

1907 (March) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

 

San Francisco – The Government obtained a judgment against the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company for $4700 in the United States Circuit Court.  The defendants had failed to fulfill a 

contract for furnishing marble for the postoffice building. 

 

Source:  “Interesting items of news from those states that border the broad Pacific,” King City 

Rustler, March 8, 1907, pp. 2.   

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=KCR19070308.2.15&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-

%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22-------1 

 

========== 

1907 (March) – John A. Davidson & Alexander Davidson 

 

Judgements.  Superior Court.  County Court.   

 

Judge Hinebaugh – 23738 – Harold Eldridge vs. John A. Davidson, Alexander Davidson, and A. 

C. Davies; on findg.  $310.21.   

 

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, March 29, 1907, pp. 19.   

 

  

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=KCR19070308.2.15&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22-------1
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=KCR19070308.2.15&srpos=1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22-------1


- 86 - 

========== 

1908 (Jan.) – the Davidson Marble Quarry at Gouverneur, New York 

The Davidson marble quarry at Gouverneur, N. Y., which was taken over a short time ago by 

Callahan & Son, has been operated actively under the new management.  The marble is being 

finished up at the mill of the Northern New York Marble Company.   

Source:  “Granite and Marble” section of Stone, January 1908, pp. 469. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/Tx4AAAAAMAAJ?hl=

en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA469&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

 

1909 (Jan.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

No. 78.  Davidson Brothers Marble Company et al., plaintiffs in error, v. United States of 

America ex rel. Murray Gibson.  Argued by Mr. E. M. Ashcraft for the plaintiffs in error, and 

submitted by Mr. Robert T. Devlin and Mr. Henry P, Brown for the defendant in error.   

Source:  Supreme Court of the United States, Friday, January 15, 1909, pp. 87.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal/MEGTJxQG758C?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Dav

idson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA87&printsec=frontcover 

 

==========  

1910 – Davidson Bros. Marble Company 

 

(pp. 345)  Albert J (Jas A Davidson & Son) 2d fl 232 h 2318 W Jackson ht (???)   

 

(pp. 346)  Davidson, John A  (Cryslor & Davidson) 625, 218 Lasalle h 2128 Calumet av 

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910d.pdf 

 

(pp. 1618) “Marble”   

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910businessm-q.pdf 

 

Marble (wholesale) 

Davidson Bros Marble Co 330 Orleans  

 

Source:  Lakeside Classified Directory of Chicago, 1910, on ChicagoAncestors.org)   

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910d.pdf 

https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910businessm-q.pdf 

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/Tx4AAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA469&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone_an_Illustrated_Magazine/Tx4AAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Davidson+%2B%22New+York+marble%22&pg=PA469&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal/MEGTJxQG758C?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA87&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Journal/MEGTJxQG758C?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA87&printsec=frontcover
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910d.pdf
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910businessm-q.pdf
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910d.pdf
https://www.chicagoancestors.org/sites/default/files/downloads/1910businessm-q.pdf
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========== 

 

1911 – John A. Davidson 

 

“Davidson, John A. 2128 Calumet av.”   

 

Source:  The Chicago Blue Book of Selected Names Year Ending 1911, pp. 565.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Chicago_Blue_Book_of_Selected_Names/fSpEAQ

AAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson,%20John%20A%22 

 

========== 

 

1911 – Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

 

(name of corporation)  Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

(capital stock)   $5,000 

(location of principal office)  330 – 342 Orleans St., Chicago 

(president or manager – name & address)  Samuel A. Tolman, 2031 Prairie av. 

(secretary – name and address)  Joseph Uhrig, 6560 Yale av. 

 

Source:  Certified List of Illinois Corporations and Supplemental List of Foreign Corporations, 

1911, pp. 102.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/wldJAQAA

MAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA102&print

sec=frontcover 

 

========== 

1911 – Grace A. (Mrs. John A. Davidson); Samuel A. Tolman, director Davidson Bros. Marble Co.  

(John A. Davidson’s wife & father-in-law.) 

 

“Tolman, Samuel A., wholesale grocer; born Camden, Me., Feb. 5, 1835;...daughter:  Grace A. 

(Mrs. John A. Davidson).  Left Camden in 1852; in wholesale grocery house in Boston; came to 

Chicago, 1857, and was in grocery trade up to 1865, when went into wholesale drug business in 

firm of Tolman & Pinkham...Also dir. Davidson Bros. Marble Co.,...residence:  2031 Prairie Av.  

Office:  84 E. Lake Street.”   

Source:  The Book of Chicagoans, A biographical dictionary of leading living men of the City of 

Chicago, 1911, edited by Albert Nelson Marquis, Chicago:  A. N. Marquis & Company, 1911, 

pp. 674.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Book_of_Chicagoans/riITAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbp

v=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA674&printsec=frontcover 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Chicago_Blue_Book_of_Selected_Names/fSpEAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson,%20John%20A%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Chicago_Blue_Book_of_Selected_Names/fSpEAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson,%20John%20A%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/wldJAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA102&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/wldJAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA102&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Certified_List_of_Domestic_and_Foreign_C/wldJAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA102&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Book_of_Chicagoans/riITAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA674&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Book_of_Chicagoans/riITAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22john+a+davidson%22+marble&pg=PA674&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

1913 (Jan.)  – the Plant of the old Davidson Marble Company, near Watertown, New York 

James H. Wise has purchased the plant of the old Davidson Marble Company, near 

Watertown, N. Y.  There is a dam on the river at this point with an available water power of 

1200 H.P.  Engineers are at work on plans for the development of this power.   

Source:  “Notes from the Stone Fields – Marble and Granite” section of  Stone, January 1913,  

pp. 37.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/VAA8AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%8

0%9CDavidson+Marble+Company%E2%80%9D+%2B%E2%80%9DNew+York+Marble%E2

%80%9D&pg=PA37&printsec=frontcover 

 

========== 

1914 (Oct.) – John A. Davidson, the Albert Weiblen Marble and Granite Company, & the Stone 

Mountain Granite Corporation 

 

John A. Davidson has instituted suits against the Albert Weiblen Marble and Granite Company 

and Stone Mountain Granite corporation to recover the aggregate sum of $39,159.03 for services 

in the sale of granite for the two companies....” 

From February 1, 1913, to December, 1913, he sold goods, he alleges, for the defendants 

aggregating $566,390, and saved the companies by betterments on contracts $31,300.   

Among the sales said to have been made by Davidson were a contract for the granite used in the 

Memphis bridge, sold to the Union Bridge Company of Kansas City, Mo. (Missouri), for 

$250,000 and marble sold to Ker Company to be used in the construction of the United States 

post office building at New Orleans, La. (Louisiana), at $108,500. 

 

Source:  “Sues for Stone Commission,” Stone, October 1914, pp. 531-532.  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/0fMNh6g55NoC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john

%20a%20davidson%22 

 

========== 

 

1915 – Joseph Uhrig, Manager of the Davidson Brothers Marble Company 

 

“Uhrig, Joseph, of 330 Orleans Street, was born Feb. 6, 1854, in Baltimore, Md.  He was 

Assistant Superintendent of the Western Union Telegraph Company.  He is now Manager of the 

Davidson Brothers Marble Company.” 

 

(Note:  Only a “Davidson, Frank E., Architect...." was listed in this book.) 

 

Source:  Herringshaw’s City Blue Book of Biography, Chicagoans of 1915, pp. 428.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Clark_J_Herringshaw_s_City_Blue_Book_of/5CdEAQA

AMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA428&pri

ntsec=frontcover 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/VAA8AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9CDavidson+Marble+Company%E2%80%9D+%2B%E2%80%9DNew+York+Marble%E2%80%9D&pg=PA37&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/VAA8AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9CDavidson+Marble+Company%E2%80%9D+%2B%E2%80%9DNew+York+Marble%E2%80%9D&pg=PA37&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/VAA8AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%E2%80%9CDavidson+Marble+Company%E2%80%9D+%2B%E2%80%9DNew+York+Marble%E2%80%9D&pg=PA37&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/0fMNh6g55NoC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Stone/0fMNh6g55NoC?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22john%20a%20davidson%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Clark_J_Herringshaw_s_City_Blue_Book_of/5CdEAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA428&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Clark_J_Herringshaw_s_City_Blue_Book_of/5CdEAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA428&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Clark_J_Herringshaw_s_City_Blue_Book_of/5CdEAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22Davidson+Brothers+Marble+Company%22&pg=PA428&printsec=frontcover
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========== 

 

1916 (Jan.) – Joseph Uhrig, John A. Davidson, Jr., Uhrig, Davidson & Co., 

Uhrig, Davidson & Co., Real Estate Loans, Mortgage Bankers  (Joseph Uhrig and John A. 

Davidson, Jr.)   

Source:  Suburbanite Economist, Chicago, Illinois. Jan. 14, 1916, Fri., pp. 2.   

========== 

 

1916  (& 1902, 1913)    

 

Davidson Marble Company Quarry (Davidson Brothers Quarry), Gouverneur, St. Lawrence Co., 

New York, USA  

 

(on mindat.org - MRDS No. 10082141 

https://www.mindat.org/loc-192834.html 

A marble quarry located southwest of the town of Gouverneur. Primary production was in the 

late 19th to early 20th Century. 

 

Refs.: 

– Logan, W H “Economic Products of St Lawrence County” 22nd Report of the State Geologist, 

New York State Museum, Albany NY 1902 

– Newland, D H: Mining and Quarry Industry of New York State New York State Museum 

Bulletin No. 549, August 1913 

– Newland, D H: Quarry Materials of New York New York State Museum Bulletin No. 181,  

Jan. 1916 

 

  

https://www.mindat.org/loc-192834.html
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1916 (Sept.) – Davidson Brothers Marble Company Stockholders – Dissolution of Corporation 

 

State of Illinois, County of Cook.   

 

Whereas, more than two-thirds of the stockholders of Davidson Brothers Marble Company, a 

corporation organized under the law of the State of Illinois, desire to abandon the corporate 

enterprise, surrender its charter, franchise and corporate name and dissolve said 

corporation; and  

 

Whereas, The Board of Directors of said corporation have decided to submit the question of such 

dissolution to a vote of the stockholders of said corporation;  

 

Now, therefore, public notice is hereby given that a special meeting of the stockholders of the 

said Davidson Brothers Marble Company, an Illinois corporation, will be held at the office of 

Samuel A. Tolman, 84 East Lake Street, in the City of Chicago, County of Cook and State of 

Illinois, on Tuesday, the Seventeenth (17th) day of October, A.D. 1916, at the hour of One (1) 

o’clock in the afternoon, for the purpose of considering the question of the dissolution of said 

corporation, the abandonment of the corporate enterprise name, and for the consideration of any 

other business that may properly come before said meeting.  

 

Dated, Chicago, September 14th. A.D. 1916 

Joseph Uhrig, Majority of Directors.  

Samuel A. Tolman, Joseph Uhrig, Majority of Directors. 

 

Source:  The National Corporation Reporter,  September 21, 1916, pp. 245. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/GqFDAQAAMAA

J?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson%20brothers%20marble%20company%22 

 

========== 

1917 (Jan.) – John A. Davidson, formerly of Davidson Brothers Marble Company – Stone consultant 

Opinion of Marble Expert. 

I am at liberty to quote the opinion given me today by John A. Davidson, formerly of Davidson 

Brothers, one of the foremost marble concerns of this country, who says that our materials are of 

a very high class and equal to those of any competitor doing a general marble business.  We are, 

in fact, making arrangements with Mr. Davidson to represent the United Marble companies’ 

interests with the trade. 

“Weekly Payroll of $4,000...Amplified Quarry Resources, As Outlined by Abbott S. Pond."   

Source:  Rutland News, Rutland, Vermont, Jan. 10, 1917, Wed., pp. 4.   

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/GqFDAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson%20brothers%20marble%20company%22
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_National_Corporation_Reporter/GqFDAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22Davidson%20brothers%20marble%20company%22
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1918 (Oct.) – John A. Davidson’s Death in Washington, D.C.   

 (approximately 63, birthday about 1855) 

 

John A. Davidson, former owner and builder of the Davidson theater and hotel, Milwaukee, is 

dead at Washington, D.C.   

 

Source:  The Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, Oct. 5, 1918, pp. 6.   

 

========== 

1918 (Oct.)  – John A. Davidson’s Death in Washington, D.C., where he had been living for about 3 

years   

 

John Davidson Dead.   

 

“Milwaukee. – John A. Davidson, former owner and builder of the Davidson Theater and hotel, 

died in Washington, D. C., on Friday, according to word received by friends here.  Mr. Davidson 

was well known in business circles in a generation past and an influential business man of the 

city.  

 

“Together with his brother, Alexander, who died a short time ago, and his father, he operated the 

Davidson Marble Works in Milwaukee.  These three men also built and owned the Great 

Northern theater and hotel of Chicago.  

 

“John Davidson left Milwaukee about twenty-five years ago to engage in the marble contracting 

business with his brother in Chicago.  About three years ago he moved to Washington.”   

 

Source:  Janesville Daily Gazette, Janesville, Wisconsin, Oct. 7, 1918, pp. 3.   

 

========== 

 

1918 (Oct.) – John A. Davidson – Obituary  (aged 63 years and 5 months) 

 

Prominent Man Dead 

 

Milwaukee. – John A. Davidson, former owner and builder of the Davidson theater and hotel, 

died in Washington, D.C., on Friday, according to word received by friends here.  Mr. Davidson 

was well known in business circles of a generation past and an influential business man of the 

city. 

 

Source: “Prominent Man Dead,” from the Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin,  

Oct. 7, 1918, Mon., pp. 2.  
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 ========== 

1918 (Oct.) – John A. Davidson’s Death on Oct. 3, 1918  (aged 63 years and 5 months) 

 

Davidson – John A. Davidson, aged 63 years and 5 months, at Washington D.C., Oct. 3, 

formerly of Milwaukee and Chicago.  Funeral at family lot in Milwaukee, Oct. 7.   

 

Source:  “Obituaries,” Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, Oct. 8, 1918, Tue., pp. 15. 

 

========== 

1919 (June) – Samuel A. Tolman – Obituary   

(Grace Tolman Davidson’s father & the late John A. Davidson’s father-in-law) 

 

Samuel A. Tolman, wholesale grocer, who died Wednesday, will be buried from his late 

residence, 2031 Prairie avenue, at 2 o’clock this afternoon.  Previous announcement had it that 

the funeral would be held Thursday afternoon.  Mr. Tolman was 84 years old and a pioneer in the 

grocery business in Chicago.   

Source:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, June 6, 1919, pp. 23.   

==========  

1920 – Grace Tolman Davidson  – U. S. Federal Census for 1920   

 (the late John A. Davidson’s widow)  

 

Name:  Grace Davidson;  Age: 48;  Birth year; about 1872;  Birthplace: Illinois;  Home in 1920: 

Chicago Ward 1, Cook (Chicago), Illinois;  Street: Calumet Avenue;  House No.: 2128;  

Residence date: 1920;  White, Female, Head of household;  Marital status: Widowed;   

Father’s birthplace: Maine;  Mother's birthplace: New Hampshire;  Owned home.   

 

Household members:  Grace Davidson, 48, Head;  Gwendylen Davidson, 25, Daughter;   

Jack Davidson, 29, Son;  Ethel Wilson, 23, Maid.   

 

Source:  U. S. Federal Census for 1920 on Ancestry.com.   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/101910514:6061   

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/101910514:6061
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1920 – John “Jack” Andrew Davidson, Jr.  – U. S. Federal Census for 1920   

 (Son of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson)  

 

Name: Jack Davidson; Age 29; Birthplace Illinois; Home in 1920: Chicago Ward 1, Cook, 

Chicago, Illinois;  Street: Calumet Avenue;  Residence date: 1920;  White, Male; Relation to 

head of house: Son; Single;  

Father's birth place: Canada*;  Mother's name: Grace Davidson;  Mother's birthplace: Illinois; 

Occupation: Coffee Importer; Employment field: Own Account;  Household members:  Grace 

Davidson, Age 48, Head;  Gwendolyn, 25, Daughter; Jack Davidson, 29, Son; Ethel Wilson, 23, 

Maid.   

 

*  Some sources state that John A. Davidson’s birth place was in New York, not Canada. 

 

Source:  Amazon.com  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/101910516:6061 

 

==========  

1923 – Grace T. Davidson  – 1923 Beverly, Massachusetts, City Directory, pp. 774   

 

“Davidson, Grace T. Mrs. (Chicago) s r Highland near Ipswich river I"   

 

“Davidson, Gwendolyn E. Miss (Chicago) bds Mrs. G. T. Davidson's Highland I” 

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/467933105:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phs

rc=BGO830&_phstart=successSource 

 

==========  

1924 – Grace T. Davidson  – 1924 Gloucester, Massachusetts, City Directory, pp. 129   

 

“Davidson, Grace T. Mrs. h off Highland n Ips line R F D Ips”   

 

“Davidson, Gwendolyn E b Mrs. G. T. Davidson’s” 

 

Source:  Ancestry.com 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/9435656?treeid=&personid=&r

c=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO836&_phstart=successSource&pId=474133098 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/101910516:6061
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467933105:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO830&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467933105:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO830&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467933105:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO830&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/9435656?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO836&_phstart=successSource&pId=474133098
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/9435656?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=BGO836&_phstart=successSource&pId=474133098
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==========  

1925 – Grace T. Davidson  – 1925 Beverly, Massachusetts, City Directory, pp. 795   

 

“Davidson, Grace T. Mrs. h Highlands near Ipswich river I” 

 

“Davidson, Gwendolyn E. Miss bds Mrs. G. T. Davidson's Highland I” 

 

Source:  Ancestry.com  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/459953524:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phs

rc=BGO833&_phstart=successSource 

 

========== 

1926 (April) – Bessie (Bee) A. Tolman’s Death Notice   

 (Grace Tolman Davidson’s mother & the late John A. Davidson’s mother-in-law)  

 

Tolman – Bessie A. Tolman, April 22, 1926, born Dec. 31, 1826, at Rollinsford, New 

Hampshire; mother of Mrs. Grace T. Davidson.  Funeral services at her home, 2031 Prairie av., 

(Chicago, Illinois), Saturday at 2 p.m.; interment Oakwoods cemetery.   

 

Sources:  Chicago Tribune, Chicago, Illinois, April 23, 1926, pp. 18.   

 

========== 

1930 (April) – Grace Tolman Davidson – U. S. Federal Census for 1930   

(John A. Davidson’s widow) 

 

Name: Grace T. Davidson;  Birth year: about 1871;  Female; White;  Age in 1930: 59;  

Birthplace: Illinois;  Marital status: Widowed;  Relation to head of house: Head;   

Home in 1930: Hamilton, Essex, Massachusetts; Street address: Highland Street;   

Dwelling No.: 378;  Family No.: 390;  Home owned or rented: Owned;   

Home value: $30,000 (approx. $479,731 in today's dollars);... 

 

Father’s birthplace: Maine;  Mother’s birthplace: New Hampshire;   

 

Household members:  Grace T. Davidson, 59, Head;  Gwendolen E. Davidson, 35, daughter;   

Ida Adams, 47, Servant;  Sarah Macdermid, 25, Servant   

 

Source:  U. S. Federal Census for 1930, enumerated April 16, 1930, on Ancestry.com. 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16777254:6224 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/459953524:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO833&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/459953524:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO833&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/459953524:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO833&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16777254:6224
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1930 – Gwendolen E. Davidson – 1930 U. S. Federal Census 

(Daughter of John A. and Grace (Tolman) Davidson) 

 

Gwendolen E. Davidson; Birth year: about 1895; Female; White; Age in 1930: 35;  Birthplace: 

Illinois;  Marital status: Single; Relation to head of house: Daughter;  

 

Home in 1930:  Hamilton, Essex, Massachusetts, USA; Street address: Highland Street; 

Dwelling #: 378; Family #: 390; Attended school; Able to read and write:  

 

Father's birthplace: Scotland; Mother's birthplace: Illinois;  

 

Occupation: Secretary; Industry: Private family; Class of worker: Wage or salary worker: 

Employment: Yes;   

 

Household members: Grace T. Davidson; Age: 59; Head; Gwendolen E. Davidson; Age 35; 

Daughter; Ida Adams; Age 47; Servant;  Sarah Macdermid;  Age 25; Servant   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16777248:6224 

 

========== 

 

1930 – Grace Tolman Davidson   

 (the late John A. Davidson’s widow)    

 

Davidson, Grace T.  widow, John A, h Highland near Ipswich river  - Davidson,  

Gwendolyn E., Miss, bds Mrs. G. T. Davidson, Highland    

 

Source:  Beverly, Massachusetts, City Directory for 1930, pp. 857, on Ancestry.com.   

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10570417?usePUB=true&useP

UBJs=true&pId=532242159 

========== 

 

1932-1934 – Grace T. Davidson  (the late John A. Davidson’s widow) 

 

Davidson Grace T, widow John A., Christian Science practitioner, 11 No. Main, h at Highland 

ave, Hamilton (Ipswich, Massachusetts).  

 

Source:  Ipswich, Massachusetts, City Directory for 1932, pp. 186.  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10524583?usePUB=true&useP

UBJs=true&pId=1315386965 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16777248:6224
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10570417?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=532242159
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10570417?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=532242159
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10524583?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1315386965
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10524583?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1315386965
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1940 (April) – Grace Tolman Davidson (aka Grace T. Garden in census) – U. S. Federal Census for 

1940 (enumerated April 20, 1940)  (John A. Davidson’s widow)  

 

Name:  Grace T. Garden (Grace T. Davidson);  Age: 70;  Estimated birth year: about 1870;  

Female; White;  Birthplace:  Albania*  (* birth place incorrect);  Marital status: Widowed;   

Relation to head of house: Head;  Home in 1940; Hamilton, Essex, Massachusetts;   

Street: Highland Avenue;  Inferred residence in 1935: Hamilton, Essex, Massachusetts;  

Sheet No.: 10A;  No. of household in order of visitation: 209;  Owned;  

Value of home or monthly rental if rented:  $20,000;  Attended school or college: No;   

Highest grade completed:  High School, 4th year;  Weeks worked in 1939: 0;  Income: 0.   

 

Household members:  Grace T. Garden, 70, Head;  Gwendylen Garden, 45 Daughter;  Emma 

Safford, 59, Housemaid;  Alfred J. Sweitzsky, 33, Gardener.   

 

(*  See previous census records for Grace Davidson in this document for correct birth day of 

Illinois.) 

 

Source:  U. S. Federal Census for 1940 on Ancestry.com.   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95320630:2442 

 

In Gwendylen E. Davidson’s individual entry on Ancestry.com from the 1940 U. S. Federal 

Census:  Gwendylen Worked at a retail nursery and her highest grade completed was “College, 

4th year,” Hours worked:  55:  Class of worker:  Working on own account;  Weeks worked in 

1939: 52   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95320632:2442 

 

========== 

 

1940 – Grace T. Davidson – 1941 Beverly, Massachusetts, City Directory, pp. 872. 

 

“Davidson, Grace T. widow John A. h 920 Highland I”   

 

Source:  Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/494462156:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BG

O829&_phstart=successSource 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95320630:2442
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95320632:2442
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/494462156:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/494462156:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/494462156:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=6530985f246c24dd4ffb3d3ffeea8b50&_phsrc=BGO829&_phstart=successSource
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1943 – Gwendolen E. Davidson – 1943 – Hamilton Directory, 1944-‘45, Beverly, Massachusetts,  

pp. 760.   

 

“Davidson, Grace T widow John A h 920 Highland I”  

 

“Davidson, Gwendolen E Miss propr (Highmead Nurseries) 935 Highland bds 920 do I”  

 

Source:  1943 Beverly, Massachusetts / Hamilton Directory, 1944-‘45, pp. 760.  City Directory 

on Ancestry.com   

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/475311904:2469 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2469 

 

========== 

 

1971 – Grace Davidson Swasey – Find A Grave Entry   

 

Name:  Grace Davidson Swasey; Birth: 12 Jan. 1887; Chicago, Cook County, Illinois;  

 

Death: 23 Sep. 1971 (aged 84), Conway, Carroll County, New Hampshire; Burial: Harmony 

Grove Cemetery; Portsmouth, Rockingham County, New Hampshire; Plot: Harmony Grove 814 

P;  

 

Grace Davidson Swasey’s spouses listed on the Find A Grave Entry:   

 

Noel Morrison Eastman (1888-1964)  (m. 1910);   

Irwin Spear (1882-1966 m. 1912);  &  

William Herbert Swasey (1891-1943) (m. 1929).   

 

Grace Davidson Swasey’s children:  John “Jack” Tolman Spear (1914-2006) &  

half-sibling, Frederick William Swasey (1928-1991) 

 

Source:  Find A Grave 

Created by: Ginny Lesak Jakoubek;  Added: 19 Jul 2016;  Find a Grave Memorial 167182980 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/167182980/grace-swasey 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/475311904:2469
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2469
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2469
https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/46994353
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/167182980/grace-swasey
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1979 – Gwendolen E. Davidson – Social Security Death Index 

(Youngest daughter of John A. and Grace Tolman Davidson)   

 

Name: Gwendolen Davidson; Social Security #: 013-14-0113;   

Birth date: 11 June 1894; Issue state: Massachusetts;   

Last residence: 01938 Ipswich, Essex, Massachusetts, USA;  

Last benefit: 01970, Salem, Essex, Massachusetts, USA;   

Death date:  May 1979   

 

Source:  Social Security Administration; Washington D.C., USA; Social Security Death Index, 

Master File; Ancestry.com   

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6224 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the next page for information about the actress, Louise Montague, 

who sued John A. Davidson for $10,000 in 1902/1903. 

  

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6224
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=14202993&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6224
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====================================================================== 

Below is more information on actress, Louise Montague, 

who sued John A. Davidson for $10,000, circa 1902/1903. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Louise Montague, known as the $10,000 Beauty 
 

Below you’ll find more information about Louise Montague (aka Lalla Rookh, Laura Keene Stuart, and 

Polly Stewart) than was presented in the section about John A. Davidson and Louise Montague in 

October/November of 1902 and into 1903.   

 

Background:  About 1902/1903, Louise Montague sued John A. Davidson, president of the Davidson 

Brothers’ Marble Company of Chicago, in the New York Superior court for $100,000 damages.  Her 

suit claimed that he had promised to build her a marble castle in New York City and to have his life 

heavily insured, making her the beneficiary of the policy.  (Mr. Davidson was currently married and had 

children living in Chicago.)  She eventually died “in poverty.”  One article stated that Mr. Davidson’s 

response to Louise Montague’s suit was “Ha, Ha.” 

 

================================= 

 

“Louise Montague” also known as:  “Laura Keene Stuart,” and “Polly Stewart.” 

 

Source:  “Lalla Rookh ,” on Dr. Gentleman’s Wagon Tracks Blog, October 23, 2014.   

http://drgentlemans.blogspot.com/2014/10/lalla-rookh.html 

 

========== 

1878 – Photograph of Louise Montague, The $10,000 Beauty, on a Houseworth’s, Celebrities card, 

circa 1878.  (Included is a description of Louise Montague’s appearance and figure.) 

 

Source:  “Lemons and Lovelies:  From $10,000 beauties to a $22,500 bust,” by John Thorn, 

September 14, 2020, on Our Game.   

https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/lemons-and-lovelies-852cf16fbc56 

 

  

http://drgentlemans.blogspot.com/2014/10/lalla-rookh.html
https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/lemons-and-lovelies-852cf16fbc56
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1881 – “Michael Joseph ‘King’ Kelly (December 31, 1857 – November 8, 1894), also commonly known 

as ‘$10,000 Kelly’, was an American outfielder, catcher, and manager in various professional American 

baseball leagues including the National League, International Association, Players’ League, and the 

American Association.  He spent the majority of his 16-season playing career with the Chicago White 

Stockings and the Boston Beaneaters....” 

 

“After the 1886 season Spalding sold Kelly to the Boston Beaneaters for a then-record $10,000 

(equivalent to $288,037 in 2020), after Kelly balked at returning to the club.” 

 

“As a result of the sale, he became known as the ‘$10,000 Kelly.’  

 

“In 1881, actress Louise Montague had been so dubbed after winning a $10,000 contest for 

handsomest woman in the world....” 

 

Source:  The “King Kelly” section of Wikipedia.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Kelly 

 

========== 

1883 – A photograph, newspaper articles, and obituaries of Louise Montague (1859-1910) are  

 available on “Footlight Notes” at the link below with the photo caption:   

 

a carte de visit photograph of Louise Montague (1859-1910), 

American actress and singer 

(photo: Sarony, New York, circa 1883) 

 

Source:  Footlight Notes.   

https://footlightnotes.wordpress.com/tag/louise-montague/ 

 

========== 

1883 – Photograph of Louise Montague & description.  

 

Source:  “1880 Beauties”  Discussion in “Public Vintage Chatter”...April 7, 2013, on Vintage 

Fashion Guild. 

https://forums.vintagefashionguild.org/threads/1880-beauties.47170/ 

 

========== 

1883 – “Louise Montague, the $10,000 beauty of Forepaugh’s circus, is now ‘tending bar in a saloon of 

her own in Philadelphia.  The fact may not redound greatly to her credit; but it is possible that her 

present calling is quite as respectable as riding on an elephat (sic) throughout the country and stepping 

‘right this way, Miss Montague,’ at the beck of ringmaster and clown.” 

 

Source:  News clipping from the “For and About Women” section of the Ann Arbor Democrat, 

February 2, 1883, Ann Arbor District Library.  https://aadl.org/node/413083 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Kelly
https://footlightnotes.wordpress.com/tag/louise-montague/
https://forums.vintagefashionguild.org/threads/1880-beauties.47170/
https://aadl.org/node/413083
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========== 

1888 – Louise Montague, The $10,000 Beauty – Louise Montague’s image on an Allen & Ginters’ 

Cigarettes, Richmond, Virginia, card, 1888:   

 

Source:  Source:  The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/410027 

 

========== 

1888 – Louise Montague – Living in Seclusion in St. Paul, Minnesota 

 

“Louise Montague, Forepaugh’s $10,000, is living a retired and domestic life with a Seventh 

Street Restaurant Keeper. 

 

St. Paul Pioneer-Press:  The woman formerly known as Louise Montague, under which name 

she became famous the country over as Forepaugh’s $10,000 beauty, is at present living a quiet, 

married life in St. Paul.  Her husband is the proprietor of a Seventh street restaurant, and the 

woman who once gained the plaudits of thousands when she appeared upon the stage or in the 

dazzling circus procession is now living in almost seclusion, her real identity unknown to those 

about her, devoting her time and energy to the ordinary affairs of domestic and every-day life.  

At one time the whole country rang with the name of Louise Montague, which appeared on the 

bill boards in the newspapers of every city in the United States.  Previous to her connection with 

Forepaugh she was a variety actress, and her beauty and winning ways gained her a certain 

amount of popularity wherever she appeared.  Still, to the great mass of the people who do not 

keep the run of the variety stage, she is unknown.  It was along about 1878 that Adam 

Forepaugh, the Philadelphia circus man, conceived the idea of introducing into his street 

pageants a scene representative of Moore’s “Lalla Rockh,” the central figure of which was to be 

the most beautiful woman that he could find.  He advertised widely, offering a prize of $10,000 

to the lucky woman.  He was besieged with photographs, and the whole country was agog with 

expectation  Out of thousands of applicants Louise Montague was selected, and in a day she 

became known everywhere as the most beautiful woman in the country.  She remained with 

Forepaugh for a season or so, her only work being to ride on the back of an elephant in the street 

parades and look pretty.  The ending of the engagement between Forepaugh and the beauty was 

rather abrupt, and Miss Montague subsequently gained additional newspaper fame by suing the 

showman in the Philadelphia courts for alleged breach of contract, in which suits she was 

however defeated.  Since her lawsuits she has dropped gradually into oblivion, and it is probable 

that her name is almost forgotten to-day by many of the thousands who once saw an admired her.  

Her life in St. Paul is the quietest possible.  Much of her original beauty still remains, but it is 

understood that she has entirely left behind the glare and excitement of a professional life.  She is 

an expiring flame which once burst before an admiring national with all the glory of a meteorite, 

only to finally sink, like the meteorite, into darkness and forgetfulness. 

 

Source:  “Living In Seclusion,” Sioux City Journal, Sioux City, Iowa, March 22, 1888, pp. 3.   

  

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/410027
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1902 (Oct.) – Louise Montague 

 

Louise Montague, who in days gone by was advertised by P. T. Barnum as a $10,000 beauty, 

now is a $100,000 beauty.   

 

Miss Montague’s appraisal of herself is made public in a bill of injury in a damage suit that was 

started last month against John A. Davidson, president of the Davidson Brothers Marble 

Company.  

 

According to the bill Miss Montague was more than sustaining her $10,000 reputation when she 

became interested in Mr. Davidson. As leading lady in comic opera companies, she was 

commanding big salaries and reveling in luxury. 

 

According to the bill the Chicago man agreed to buy a fine house, for the actress-singer, and also 

to insure his life heavily in her favor on condition that she would leave the stage.  

 

Then there came a time when Miss Montague became possessed of a sordid desire to rest her 

eyes on a few life insurance policies and also to inspect the castle that she was promised.  Mr. 

Davidson, it is said, uttered a sound that may be described briefly as “Ha, Ha.” 

 

Source:  “$10,000 Beauty Wants Damages of $100,000,” The Morning Post, Camden New 

Jersey, Oct. 18, 1902, pp. 5. 

 

========== 

1910 – Louise M. Montague – Death / Obituary 

 

“Death of $10,000 Prize Beauty.  Louise M. Montague, Once Famous, Penned Her Own 

Obituary in Poverty.”   

 

Source:  The Burlington Press, Burlington, Vermont, March 18, 1910, pp. 2.   

 

========== 

1910 – Louise Montague – Death 

 

Louise Montague, Pictures Showing Former Glory About Her, Dies Almost Alone.   

 

Source:  The San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, California, March, 17, 1910, pp. 1.   
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1910 – Louise M. Montague died at her residence in New York 

 

New York, March 16. – “Montague, Louise M., died on Tuesday at her residence, 184 

Manhattan avenue.” (New York)   This simple death notice appeared in the New York papers to-

day.  It was written in the main by Louise Montague herself a week before her death, the day on 

which death would come being left blank, to be filled in by the undertaker.   

 

Few who read this notice knew that the Louise Montague whose death was so simply chronicled, 

was the woman who was one heralded far and wide over the country as the “Ten Thousand 

Dollar Beauty.”   

 

After the first rage over her had subsided she sought the quiet of private life, but a few years 

afterwards went on the stage because it was discovered that she had talents equal to her beauty.   

 

Then Forepaugh, with a showman’s acumen, offered a $10,000 prize for the most beautiful 

woman in America and had the judges select Louise Montague.  Riding on a gorgeous chariot 

she was a feature of his circus parades.  

 

But just before she died she asked that all the old pictures of herself in the days of her fleeting 

glory be brought to her, and to-night they stood on the mantel and on chairs in the room where 

Louise Montague lay in her coffin.  Pinned on the wall was a glaring, many-colored circus poster 

– “Forepaugh’s prize beauty,” – and over the mantel was a faded photograph, life size of Louise 

Montague as “Sinbad the Sailor.” 

 

Source:  The San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, California, March 17, 1910, pp. 1.   

 

 

 


